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Public  Health  Department, 
County  Hall, 

Maidstone. 

31s^  December,  1940. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kent  County  Council. 

My  Lords,  Miss  Wigan  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  in  the  Administrative  County  of  Kent  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1939.  It  is  regretted  that  circumstances  outside  the  control  of 
the  Department  have  again  retarded  its  publication. 

Circular  2067  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  July,  1940,  indicates  that 
in  view  of  increasing  pressure  of  work  and  the  need  for  economy  in  the  use  of 
paper,  Annual  Reports  should  be  curtailed  and  should  be  confined  to  essential 
matters  which  have  affected  the  public  health  during  the  year;  such  principles 
have  therefore  been  followed  in  this  Report. 

The  year  1939  included  a  period  when  changes  of  the  population  as  a  result 
of  evacuation  into  the  County  took  place.  The  effect  of  these  changes,  together 
with  all  the  disorganization  which  resulted  from  the  outbreak  of  war  in  September, 
render  statistics  of  all  kinds  not  strictly  comparable  with  those  of  previous  years. 
In  connection  with  evacuation,  it  is  of  interest  to  record  that  there  was  no  general 
increase  of  infectious  disease  as  some  had  expected.  Indeed  with  regard  to  certain 
diseases,  the  incidence  was  unusually  low,  a  result  which  may  be  attributed  parti)' 
to  the  more  general  distribution  of  the  child  population  and  partly  to  the  lessened 
attendance  at  schools,  many  of  which  were  closed  for  some  considerable  time,  or 
provided  only  irregular  opportunities  for  attendance. 

A  noticeable  effect  of  evacuation  was  the  rapid  improvement  of  health  which 
took  place  in  children  coming  from  crowded  urban  areas,  as  a  result  of  living  in 
conditions  where  unlimited  fresh  air  and  exercise  in  country  surroundings  existed. 
Unfortunately,  as  is  well  known,  the  evacuation  was  only  successful  to  a  limited 
extent  because  the  original  child  population  accepting  registration  for  evacuation, 
represented  only  a  proportion  of  the  whole,  and  of  these  many  returned  sooner  or 
later  to  their  homes.  The  proportion  of  children  under  five  evacuated  with  their 
mothers  that  remained,  was  extremely  low.  Many  lessons  have  been  learned 
from  the  large  scale  experiment  of  evacuation. 

A  new  form  of  activity  resulting  from  the  war  arose  from  the  necessity  of 
providing  maternity  homes  for  pregnant  women  evacuated  from  certain  towns 
considered  to  be  especially  liable  to  air  attack.  Three  such  homes  were  quickly 
•established  in  two  large  country  houses  and  a  convalescent  home,  and  were  ad¬ 
ministered  by  your  public  health  department. 

It  will  be  realised  that  very  extensive  responsibilities  were  placed  on  Medical 
■Officers  of  Health  in  connection  with  Air  Raid  Precautions  Casualty  Services  and 
Civil  Defence.  In  regard  to  Hospital  Provision  it  was  the  duty  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  acting  as  agent  to  the  Hospital  Officer  of  the  Ministry  at  Regional 
Headquarters  to  supervise  generally  the  classification  of  all  Hospitals  together 
with  the  necessary  improvements  for  making  them  fit  to  receive  the  large  number 
of  casualties  expected.  Details  of  this  work  will  be  found  on  page  20. 

Also,  as  Medical  Officer  to  the  Scheme  Making  Authority  it  was  his  duty  to 
supervise,  and  advise  upon,  the  establishing  of  all  necessary  first  aid  posts  and 
points  in  the  different  County  districts. 
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In  addition,  provision  had  to  be  made  for  rapidly  transferring  patients  from 
one  Hospital  to  another.  This  was  effected  by  arranging  with  commercial  omnibus 
companies  to  convert  large  omnibuses  to  become  ambulances  by  providing  each 
with  fittings  to  take  ten  stretchers.  About  seventy  omnibuses  were  in  this  way 
rapidly  converted  and  were  available  on  the  outbreak  of  war.  In  addition  advice 
was  given  with  regard  to  the  local  A.R.P.  ambulance  service  for  casualty  work. 

It  was  also  necessary  to  establish  at  the  County  Hall  a  Casualty  Bureau 
where  records  of  all  casualties  are  classified  and  reported  to  the  proper  quarter, 
bed-states  registered,  transfers  arranged  and  so  forth. 

Another  very  important  duty  placed  upon  my  Department  was  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve,  which  involved  registering  all  nurses  available 
for  emergency  work,  supervision  of  the  training  of  volunteers  to  become  auxiliary 
nurses  and  allocating  them  to  hospitals,  first  aid  posts,  etc.,  as  required. 

Responsibility  was  placed  upon  us  for  storing  and  distributing  an  enormous 
quantity  of  medical  supplies  and  equipment.  For  this  purpose  the  stables  and 
theatre  at  David  Salomons  House  proved  a  most  valuable  asset. 

Resulting  from  the  above  responsibilities  thrown  upon  the  department  in 
respect  of  Air  Raid  Precautions  and  Civil  Defence,  it  was  necessary  to  divert 
several  of  the  staff  from  their  usual  duties,  but,  generally  speaking,  all  normal 
activities  have  been  well  maintained.  This  result  has  been  possible  both  because 
in  certain  areas  the  population  has  fallen  considerably,  so  that  work  has  been 
reduced,  and  also  because  certain  new  developments  of  our  work  have  had  to  be 
curtailed  or  postponed.  For  example,  the  building  of  the  new  Sanatorium  for 
the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  has  had  to  be  postponed  indefinitely,  as  has  also  the 
scheme  for  the  treatment  of  cancer  ;  and  the  work  which  falls  to  the  Council  in 
connection  with  the  improvement  of  Rural  Housing  has  been  suspended.  On  the 
other  hand,  certain  existing  branches  of  the  service  have  more  than  fulfilled  the 
usefulness  of  their  peace-time  functions  :  the  activities  of  the  Health  Visitors,  for 
example,  have  been  well  maintained  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  devoted  work  of 
these  nurses  has  played  no  unimportant  part  in  sustaining  the  health  and  morale 
of  women  and  children  in  the  trying  circumstances  resulting  from  the  war. 

When  so  much  of  our  time  is  being  given  to  responsibilities  placed  upon  us 
as  a  result  of  the  war  but  which  have  no  relation  to  Preventive  Medicine,  and  now 
that  a  feeling  of  confidence  in  the  eventual  successful  outcome  of  the  war  is  develop¬ 
ing,  it  is  natural  that  our  thoughts  should  turn  to  conditions  as  they  will  be  in 
the  “  new  world  ”  after  peace  is  declared.  Of  all  the  changes  in  administration 
of  the  social  services,  which  must  inevitably  result,  nothing  is  more  certain  than 
that  the  whole  framework  of  medical  practice  will  undergo  reorganisation.  On 
every  side,  within  the  profession  and  outside  it,  one  meets  with  a  healthy  discon¬ 
tent  with  things  as  they  are,  both  as  regards  domiciliary  and  hospital  practice 
and  the  relation  of  each  to  the  preventive  services  provided  out  of  public  funds. 
The  remedies  which  are  being  discussed  vary  considerably  as  to  their  policy  but 
are  all  drastic  in  their  proposals.  Whatever  changes  come  about  it  may  be  assumed 
that  the  County  as  a  medical  administrative  unit  will  take  a  prominent  part 
in  the  new  organization,  and  it  will  be  the  constant  endeavour  of  your  staff  to 
foresee  so  far  as  possible  the  directions  which  such  changes  will  take  so  that  our 
activities  may  be  adjusted  to  fit  into  the  new  framework,  and  the  administrative 
County  of  Kent  will  be  brought  into  the  position  which  it  should  hold  by  right  as 
one  of  the  leading  counties. 

More  than  ever  I  have  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  loyal  co¬ 
operation  of  the  staff  who,  one  and  all,  have  cheerfully  worked  long  hours  under 
conditions  which  have  often  been  very  trying,  on  duties  which  in  many  cases  are 
foreign  to  their  normal  activities. 

As  always,  every  member  of  your  Committee  has  given  freely  help  and 
encouragement  in  our  work. 


I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

CONSTANT  PONDER. 

County  Medical  Officer. 
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KENT  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


The  Committee  reports  to  the  County  Council  on  all  matters  concerning 
Its  constitution  as  at  1st  September,  1940  was  as  follows  : — 


the  Public  Health. 

Ayling,  H.  E. 

Blackman,  E.  R. 

Colthup,  W.  (Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee) . 

Elgood,  C.  A.  (Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee). 

Giffard,  Capt.  H.  G.,  r.n.  (Retd.) 
Hardy,  Edward  (Chairman  of  the 
County  Council). 

Hasluck,  E.  L. 

Heilbron,  Lt-Col.  E.  J. 

Hodes,  F.  P. 

Holness,  A.  H. 

Igglesden,  Sir  Charles. 


Kirby,  Major  M.  T.,  d.s.o. 
Larking,  C.  G. 

Monk,  A.  J. 

Morgan,  The  Rev.  S.  J.  W. 
Prestedge,  T.  H. 

Pym,  Major  C.  E.,  c.b.e.,  (Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  County  Council). 
Renton,  Dr.  M.  W. 

Rule,  R.  W. 

Skinner,  J.  E. 

Smith,  Lt.-Col.  C.  A.  Johnstone. 
Storer,  H.  N. 

Wigan,  Miss  E.  J. 


Persons  who  are  not  Members  of  the  Council : — 

Dr.  Marjorie  K.  Day,  of  The  Hobby,  College  Road,  Maidstone. 
Mrs.  E.  E.  French,  of  Little  Rayham,  Newington,  Sittingbourne. 
J.  E.  French,  of  Little  Rayham,  Newington,  Sittingbourne. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Osborne,  of  North  End  House,  Southfleet. 


The  following  Sub-Committees  are  appointed 

Hospital  Services  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee. — 
Lt. -Colonel  C.  A.  Johnstone  Smith  (Chairman),  Messrs.  H.  E.  Ayling,  W. 
Colthup,  Dr.  Marjorie  K.  Day,  Mr.  C.  A.  Elgood,  Mrs.  E.  E.  French,  Mr.  J.  E. 
French,  Captain  H.  G.  Giffard,  Messrs.  Edward  Hardy,  E.  L.  Hasluck,  Lt.-Col. 
E.  J.  Heilbron,  Messrs.  F.  P.  Hodes  (Vice-Chairman),  A.  H.  Holness,  Sir 
Charles  Igglesden,  Major  M.  T.  Kirby,  Messrs.  C.  G.  Larking,  A.  J.  Monk,  Rev. 
S.  J.  W.  Morgan,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Osborne,  Major  C.  E.  Pym,  Dr.  M.  W.  Renton, 
and  Miss  E.  J.  Wigan. 

General  and  Estimates  and  Bills  Sub-Committee.— Mr.  C.  A.  Elgood  (Chair¬ 
man),  Capt.  H.  G.  Giffard,  Messrs.  H.  E.  Ayling  (Vice-Chairman),  E.  R. 
Blackman,  W.  Colthup,  Edward  Hardy,  F.  P.  Hodes,  E.  L.  Hasluck,  Major 
M.  T.  Kirby,  Messrs.  C.  G.  Larking,  A.  J.  Monk,  T.  H.  Prestedge,  Major  C.  E. 
Pym,  Messrs.  R.  W.  Rule,  J.  E.  Skinner,  Lt.-Col.  C.  A.  Johnstone  Smith, 
Mr.  H.  N.  Storer,  and  Col.  E.  J.  Wighton. 


The  following  represent  the  County  Council  on  the  Committee  of  Management 
of  the  Alexandra  Hospital  for  Children,  at  Swanley,  in  connection  with  the  County 
Orthopaedic  Scheme  : — Mr.  E.  R.  Blackman,  Major  M.  T.  Kirby,  Mrs.  L.  Lyle 
Miss  L.  M.  Rendel,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  A.  Salter. 

Clerk  of  the  County  Council  and  Clerk  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  its  Sub-Committees  : — W.  L.  Platts. 
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LOCAL  AUTHORITIES 

BOROUGHS  AND  URBAN. 


Public 

St 

Health 

aff. 

JDate  of  Receipt 
of 

Annual  Summary 
in  1940. 

Urban  and 
Borough  Councils. 

Clerks. 

(1940.) 

Medical  Officers  of 
Health. 

(1941). 

Sani¬ 

tary 

Inspec¬ 

tors. 

Clerical. 

Ashford  U. 

J.  Sudlow 

*J.  Marshall 

n 

2 

October  21st 

Beckenham  B.  ... 

C.  E.  Staddon 

*T  P.  Cole . 

4(3!) 

6 

Julv  12th 

Bexley  U. 

W.  Woodward 

*G.  F.  Bramley 

5(4|) 

7 

Sept.  21st 

Broadstairs  U.  ... 

E.  F.  Owen 

♦A.  M.  Watts  . 

It 

1 

Aug.  30th 

Bromley  B. 

S.  C.  Auty  ... 

*K.  E.  Tapper 

n 

4 

Aug.  14th 

Chatham  B. 

Chislehurst  and 

E.  B.  Lee 

*J.  C.  Sleigh 

4t 

5 

July  18th 

Sidcup  U. 

E.  T.  Chater... 

*P.  N.  Cave 

5(4!) 

3 

Aug.  21st 

Crayford  U. 

L.  Burslem  ... 

C.  M.  Ockwell 

2d!) 

— 

July  2nd 

Dartford  B. 

J.  J.  Hurtley 

T.  Farthing 

3(2!) 

1 

July  20th 

Deal  B. 

D.  A.  Daniels 

D.  W.  Kirk  . 

2 

2 

October  25th 

Dover  B.... 

S.  R.  H.  Loxton 

*E.  Hughes 

4! 

4 

Aug.  15th 

Erith  B . 

D.  S.  Twigg . 

*R.  Leader  ... 

3! 

8 

Aug.  20th 

Faversham  B.  ... 

Guy  Tassell 

C.  J.  Evers 

2! 

— 

July  1st 

Folkestone  B.  ... 

C.  F.  Nicholson 

*A.  Priestman 

5! 

3 

Sept.  9th 

Gillingham  B.  ... 

R.  Booth 

*W.  A.  Muir... 

5! 

5 

Sept.  13th 

Gravesend  B. 

H.  H.  Brown 

*C.  D.  Outred 

4(3!) 

4 

Aug.  24th 

Herne  Bay  U.  ... 

A.  H.  Edwards 

*A.  M.  Watts  . 

2(1!) 

1 

Sept.  3rd 

Hythe  B. 

H.  Stainer  ... 

*J.  Comyn  ... 

1! 

1 

October  21st 

Lvdd  B . 

W.  Lamacraft 

A.  McMillan 

1 

— 

July  19  th 

Maidstone  B. 

G.  Wilson 

*P.  J.  Gaffikin 

4(2!) 

3 

Aug.  28th 

Margate  B. 

P.  T.  Grove  .... 

*G.  L.  Brocklehurst 

4! 

4 

Sept.  13th 

New  Romney  B. 

W.  Lamacraft 

A.  McMillan 

1 

— 

July  19  th 

Northfleet  U. 

F.  W.  Jones 

*M.  F.  McDonnell  ... 

2! 

— 

Aug.  20th 

Orpington  U. 

L.  O.  Wall . 

*P.  N.  Cave 

5! 

1 

Aug.  19th 

Penge  U 

A.  J.  Elson  ... 

K.  Wilkinson 

2! 

2 

Sept.  28th 

Queenborough  B. 

A.  Everett  ... 

*H.  S.  Griffith  . 

1 

— 

Dec.  3rd 

Ramsgate  B. 

H.  G.  Curtis 

*W.  J.  Bannister  ... 

3! 

2 

June  24th 

Rochester  City  ... 

J.  L.  Percival 

*J.  O.  Murray 

4(3!) 

4 

Sept.  12th 

Sandwich  B. 

E.  C.  Byrne  ... 

*A.  B.  McMaster 

1 

— 

Nov.  28th 

Sevenoaks  U. 

G.  T.  Bradbury 

*P.  N.  Cave  . 

1! 

1 

Aug.  19th 

Sheerness  U. 
Sittingbourne  and 

H.  V.  Stallon 

*H.  S.  Griffith 

1! 

— 

October  8th 

Milton  U. 

G.  H.  Potter 

*F.  Wolverson 

l! 

3 

July  17th 

Southborough  U. 

W.  N.  Wood 

*W.  G  Swann 

1 

— 

Aug.  29th 

Swanscombe  U. 

H.  Tuffee 

C.  M.  Ockwell 

2 

— 

July  17th 

Tenterden  B. 

I.  T.  Emberson 

*A.  W.  Gaye... 

1 

— 

Nov.  19th 

Tonbridge  U. 

S.  J.  Thorne... 

*W.  G.  Swann 

2! 

— 

Aug.  21st 

Tunbridge  Wells  B. 

J .  Whitehead 

*F.  C.  Linton 

4(3!) 

4 

Aug.  2nd 

Whitstable  U.  ... 

W.  K.  Morris 

C.  E.  Etheridge  (Temp’ry) 

RURAL. 

2(1!) 

1 

Sept.  5th 

Ashford,  East  ... 

F.  Webb  . 

*J.  Comyn  ... 

1 

_ 

Oct.  21st 

Ashford,  West  ... 

W.  H.  Carter 

*J .  Comyn  ... 

i! 

1 

Oct  21st 

Bridge-Blean 

L.  J.  Williams 

*A.  M.  Watts 

3(1!) 

1 

Sept.  7th 

Cranbrook 

Eric  Clarke  ... 

*A.  W.  Gaye 

2 

— 

Aug.  21st 

Dartford 

E.  J.  Hobbs 

C.  M.  Ockwell 

2! 

1 

Aug.  7th 

Dover 

H.  F.  Abbott 

*A.  B.  McMaster 

1 

1 

Nov.  28th 

Eastry 

F.  A.  Cloke . 

*A.  B.  McMaster 

1 

— 

Nov.  21st 

Elham 

D.  S.  Harrison 

*J.  Comyn  ... 

1 

— 

Occ.  21st 

Hollingbourn 

F.  Miskin 

*P.  T-  Gaffikin  . 

2(1!) 

1 

Aug.  28th 

Maidstone 

F.  D.  Thomas 

*A.  W.  Gaye 

2(1!) 

1 

Aug.  21st 

Mailing  ... 

F.  Miskin 

N.  H.  Bolton 

2 

1 

Oct.  28th 

Romney  Marsh  ... 

W.  Lamacraft 

A.  McMillan 

1 

— 

July  19th 

Sevenoaks 

J.  Mudd 

*P.  N.  Cave 

2! 

1 

Aug.  19th 

Sheppey  ... 

H.  T.  Copland 

*H.  S.  Griffith  . 

1! 

— 

Dec.  4th 

Strood 

A.  E.  Stroud... 

*M.  F.  McDonnell  ... 

1 

— 

Nov.  12th 

Swale 

Guy  Tassell  ... 

P.  Selby 

i! 

2 

Julv  5th 

Tenterden 

P.  G.  Banfield 

*A.  W.  Gaye 

1! 

— 

Aug.  21st 

Tonbridge 

B.  Lee 

*W.  G.  Swann 

2! 

1 

Aug.  21st 

*  Denotes  whole-time  officer. 

f  Each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  supplied  information  in  reply  to  a  summary  of  questions  addressed  from 
the  County  Health  Department,  on  which  this  report  is  mainly  based.  The  annual  report  has  also  been  used  where 
available. 

!  Holds  meat  inspector’s  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population,  Etc. — The  populations  of  the  Administrative  County,  and  the 
several  sanitary  districts,  will  be  found  in  Table  10.  The  same  Table  shows  the 
density  of  the  population  in  each  area. 

Births. — The  births  of  21,080  living  children  were  registered  in  1939,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  414  on  the  previous  year’s  total.  The  total  was  made  up  of  10,821 
males  and  10,259  females. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  5,239 — 2,686  males,  2,553  females. 

The  birth-rates  for  the  year  were  15.2  for  the  combined  urban  districts,  14.6 
for  the  combined  rural  districts,  and  15.1  for  the  County  as  a  whole.  In  each 
case  the  figure  shows  a  slight  increase  over  the  preceding  year.  The  figure  for 
England  and  Wales  was  15.0. 

The  number  of  births  in  each  district  is  shown  in  Tables  8  and  9. 

Still-Births. — Still-births  recorded  during  the  year  totalled  690 — 42  less 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  in  each  sanitary  district  is  shown  in  the 
Tables  8  and  9  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

The  rate  of  still-births  in  the  county,  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  0.50, 
which  compares  favourably  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  (0.59),  the  126 
great  towns  (0.59)  and  the  148  smaller  towns  (0.57).  The  rate  in  the  combined 
urban  areas  was  0.50,  and  in  the  combined  rural  areas  0.47. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Infantile  death-rate  reached  a  new  low  record  with 
a  rate  of  37  per  thousand  births.  The  urban  figure  was  36,  the  rural  rate  was  43. 
The  rates  in  the  different  sanitary  districts  will  be  found  in  Tables  8  and  9  at 
the  end  of  this  report.  The  county  figure  compares  well  with  the  recorded  rates 
for  England  and  Wales  (50)  and  the  great  towns  (53). 

Deaths. — The  net  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  county  was  15,841  : 
and  the  allocation  of  deaths  to  individual  areas  results  in  crude  death-rates  of  11.3 
for  the  combined  urban  areas,  11.5  for  the  combined  rural  districts,  and  11.3  for 
the  whole  county.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.1. 

Details  of  the  deaths  in  sanitary  districts,  and  deaths  in  age-groups,  are  given 
in  Tables  12-13  and  14  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

(It  will  be  seen  from  Tables  8  and  9  that  a  “comparable  death  rate”  in  respect  of  each  district, 
is  also  shown.  The  Registrar-General  supplies  a  factor  which,  applied  to  the  crude  death-rate  of  the 
area,  makes  such  death-rate  comparable ,  from  a  mortality  point  of  view,  with  other  areas.  The  object 
is  to  allow  for  the  variations  in  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  populations). 

Zymotic  Mortality.  —The  following  tabulation  gives  particulars  relative 
to  the  prevalence  of,  and  the  mortality  from,  the  seven  chief  zymotic  diseases  in 
Kent  during  1939.  The  figures  relate  to  the  civil  population  only  ;  and  the  table 
shows  (for  purposes  of  comparison)  the  mortality  recorded  in  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  during  the  same  period  :  — 


Number 

of 

Cases. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Rates  of  Deaths. 

Death-rate  in 
England  and 
Wales  in  1939 
per  1,000  living 
persons. 

DISEASE. 

Per 

100 

persons 

attacked. 

Per 

1,000 

persons 

living 

Small-pox 

None 

None 

— 

_ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever . 

2,721 

7 

0-258 

0005 

0-01 

Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup 

951 

23 

2-411 

0-017 

0-05 

Enteric,  Typhus  and 
Continued  Fevers  ... 

47 

4 

8-511 

0-003 

0-00 

Measles  and  Rubella... 

Not  notifiable 

1 

? 

0-001 

0-01 

Whooping-cough 

Not  notifiable 

36 

p 

0-026 

0-03 

*Diarrhoea,  including 
Enteritis  (under 
two  years) 

Not  notifiable 

72 

? 

3-420* 

4-6* 

Totals  . 

— 

143 

— 

0-102 

— 

*The  figures  relating  to  diarrhoea  have  reference  to  children  dying  under  two  years  of  age,  per 
thousand  births. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  each  of  the  sanitary  districts 
in  Kent  is  shown  in  Tables  6  and  7  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  numbers  of  notifications  of  small-pox, 
scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever,  and  the  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the 
civil  population  from  these  diseases,  during  the  past  ten  years  : — 


Year. 

1930. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938 

1939 

Kent. 

England 

and  Wales 

Small-pox  cases 

108 

6 

38 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

Death-rate 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

0.002 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Cases 

2,965 

2,188 

2,239 

3,273 

4,158 

2,670 

2,339 

2,423 

2,913 

2,721 

Death-rate 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.008 

0.005 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

Cases 

1,823 

1,056 

607 

980 

1,521 

1,248 

768 

1,109 

1,361 

951 

Death-rate 

0.07 

0.05 

0.03 

0.04 

0.06 

0.05 

0.03 

0.03 

0.042 

0.017 

0.05 

Enteric  Fever 
Cases 

96 

60 

84 

54 

33 

59 

62 

60 

54 

47 

Death-rate 

0.004 

0.007 

0.06 

0.01 

0.005 

0.004 

0.006 

0.004 

0.003 

0.003 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever.— Notifications  totalled  2,721  with  an  incidence  rate  of  1.94 
per  thousand  ;  and  there  were  seven  deaths  from  the  disease.  Each  of  these 
figures  shows  a  marked  decrease  on  the  previous  year’s  figures. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  951  notifications  of  diphtheria,  a  noticeable  de¬ 
crease  from  the  preceding  year.  The  incidence  rate  fell  from  0.99  to  0.68  :  and 
the  number  of  deaths  fell  from  fifty-eight  in  1938,  to  only  twenty-three  in  1939, 
with  the  low  death-rate  of  0.017  per  thousand.  The  latter  is  the  lowest  figure 
recorded  during  the  past  ten  years. 

Immunisation  schemes  exist  in  the  following  districts :-  Beckenham  B., 
Bexley  B.,  Broadstairs  U .,  Bromley  B.,  Chatham  B.,  Chislehurst  and  Sidcup  U 
Crayford  U.,  Dartford  B.,  Dover  B.,  Erith  U.,  Gravesend  B.,  Lydd  B.,  Maidstone  B., 
New  Romney  B.,  Northfleet  U Orpington  U '.,  Queenborough  B.,  Rochester  C., 
Sevenoaks  U .,  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  U Swanscombe  U Tunbridge  Wells  B., 
Dartford  R.,  Sevenoaks  R.,  Sheppey  R.  and  Strood  R.. 

In  Herne  Bay  U .,  Sheerness  U .,  Whitstable  U.  and  Bridge- Blean  R.  schemes 
have  been  adopted,  but  did  not  come  into  operation  until  1940. 

Enteric  Fever. — Forty-seven  cases  were  notified  (seven  less  than  in  1938) 
and  there  were  four  deaths.  The  death-rate  was  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year. 


Measles. — This  disease  is  notifiable  in  certain  districts,  as  follows  :  Chisle¬ 
hurst  and  Sidcup  U.  (32  cases).  Folkestone  B.  (11  cases,  and  41  cases  of  rubella). 
Orpington  U.  (13  cases).  Sevenoaks  U.  (59  cases).  Whitstable  U.  (5  cases),  and 
Sevenoaks  R.  (12  cases). 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Mortality  rate  per  thousand  of  the  civil  population  from  measles,  whooping 
cough  and  diarrhoea  during  the  past  ten  years  : — 


1939 

Year. 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Kent 

[  England 

and  Wales 

Measles 

0.04 

0.05 

0.08 

0.005 

0.038 

0.010 

0.052 

0.002 

0.032 

0.001 

0.01 

Whooping 

Cough 

0.03 

0.03 

0.06 

0.046 

0.035 

0.014 

0.038 

0.033 

0.008 

0.026 

0.03 

3.53 

2.89 

4.97 

4.111 

4.935 

4.244 

3.072 

5.588 

4.210 

3.420 

4.6 

Diarrhoea 

0.06 

0.05 

0.08 

0.058 

0.071 

0.063 

0.045 

0.082 

0.063 

0.052 

— 

The  death-rates  from  diarrhoea  relate  to  children  dying  under  two  years  of  age  per  1,000  births  (upper 
figure),  and  to  total  deaths  per  1,000  of  the  population  (lower  figure). 


Measles. — There  was  only  one  death  from  measles  in  the  whole  of  Kent,  as 
compared  with  forty-four  in  the  previous  year. 


Certificates  are  issued  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  when  the  weekly  average 
attendance  at  any  school  in  the  Kent  Education  Committee’s  area  falls  below  60% 
in  consequence  of  infectious  disease.  During  1939  two  of  the  certificates 
issued  were  the  results  of  measles  prevalence,  while  in  two  other  instances 
measles  was  associated  with  other  illness  as  the  cause  of  low  attendance.  These 
figures  are  in  marked  contrast  with  the  previous  year,  when  seventy  of  the  certi¬ 
ficates  were  issued  because  of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease. 


Whooping-Cough.— Deaths  resulting  from  this  disease  totalled  thirty-six, 
and  the  death-rate  rose  from  0.008  to  0.026. 

Four  of  the  certificates  mentioned  above  were  the  result  of  whooping-cough 
among  the  school  populations,  but  in  eighteen  other  instances  it  was  a  contributory 
factor. 


Diarrhcea. — Of  the  seventy-two  deaths  under  two  years  of  age,  fifty-nine 
occurred  in  urban  districts  and  thirteen  in  rural  areas.  Death-rates  for  the  county 
were  3.420  per  thousand  births,  and  0.052  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  disease  is  notifiable  in  Beckenham  Borough  during  the  period  July  15th- 
October  15th  of  each  year  :  but  no  cases  were  notified  during  1939. 


Influenza.— Deaths  from  this  disease  rose  from  175  in  1938  to  293  in  1939, 
with  a  death-rate  of  0.209  per  thousand. 

• 

*  The  disease  had  its  influence  on  school  populations,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
fact  that  eleven  of  the  certificates  for  low  attendance  (mentioned  above)  were 
necessitated  by  influenza  prevalence,  and  in  nine  other  cases  influenza  was  a 
predominating  or  important  factor. 


10 


Cancer. — The  following  tabulation  shows  the  mortality  from  cancer  recorded 
in  Kent  during  the  past  ten  years  : — 


Kent. 

1930. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

Urban. 

No.  of  Deaths 
Death-rate 

1,322 

1-58 

1,324 

1-57 

1,385 

1-59 

1,470 

1-65 

1,520 

1-57 

1,715 

1-68 

1,732 

1-64 

1,661 

1-54 

1,889 

1-72 

1,833 

1-66 

Rural. 

No.  of  Deaths 
Death-rate 

477 

1-42 

503 

1-49 

530 

1-53 

579 

1-63 

498 

1-61 

449 

1-61 

487 

1-75 

485 

,1-73 

479 

1-70 

511 

1  *71 

Total. 

No.  of  Deaths 
Death-rate 

1,799 

1-53 

1,827 

1-55 

1,915 

1-58 

2,049 

1-64 

2,018 

1-58 

2,164 

1-67 

2,219 

1-67 

2,146 

1-58 

2,368 

1-71 

2,344 

1-67 

England  and  Wales. 
Death-rate 

1-46 

1-49 

1-51 

1-53 

1-56 

1-59 

1-63 

1-64 

1-67 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  deaths,  during  the  same  period  of  ten  years, 
is  as  follows  : — 


All 

ages. 

0-1. 

1-2. 

2-5. 

5-15. 

15-25. 

25-45. 

45-65. 

65  up¬ 
wards. 

i  non 

fM. 

853 

_ 

_ 

— 

2 

— 

30 

332 

489 

loOU. 

If. 

946 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 

69 

371 

497 

fM. 

819 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

2 

33 

308 

473 

IWol. 

If. 

1,008 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

76 

415 

511 

fM. 

938 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

5 

40 

394 

497 

IvoZ. 

IF- 

977 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

76 

409 

486 

fM. 

914 

_ 

_ 

2 

4 

4 

43 

322 

539 

lUoo. 

If. 

1,135 

1 

— 

1 

3 

4 

73 

443 

610 

fM. 

922 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

4 

40 

358 

516 

If. 

1,096 

— 

— 

1 

5 

1 

81 

437 

571 

fM. 

1,038 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

4 

42 

419 

569 

lyoO. 

If. 

1,126 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

84 

429 

606 

fM. 

1,023 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

6 

51 

390 

572 

lyoo. 

If. 

1,196 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

67 

465 

661 

fM. 

1,051 

_ 

_ 

1 

7 

3 

55 

386 

599 

lyo  7. 

If. 

1,095 

1 

— 

— 

3 

5 

66 

433 

587 

1938. 

fM. 

1,095 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

6 

50 

427 

610 

If. 

1,273 

1 

2 

— 

— 

5 

94 

490 

681 

rM. 

1,153 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

6 

58 

388 

697 

lyoy. 

If. 

1,191 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

82 

472 

630 

It  will  be  seen  that,  despite  a  slight  rise  in  the  rural  rate,  the  death-rate 


for  the  county  has  fallen. 
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HOUSING. 

The  matter  of  housing  has  been  affected  by  war  conditions  in  diverse  ways  : 
and  in  Kent,  perhaps  in  particular,  the  repercussions  of  war  have  complicated  the 
problem  in  directions  which,  in  some  ways,  have  been  unexpected.  For  example, 
shortage  of  housing  accommodation  in  some  districts  has  been  brought  to  a  very 
abrupt  ending  by  reason  of  evacuation  :  but  conversely,  in  other  districts  where 
previously  the  situation  had  been  comparatively  easy,  the  movements  of  popula¬ 
tions  have  given  rise  to  problems  which  have  exercised  the  public  health  authorities 
to  no  small  extent.  The  repair  and  re-conditioning  of  houses,  also,  has  been 
seriously  handicapped  by  the  abnormal  conditions  prevailing — to  say  nothing  of 
difficulties  in  the  matter  of  labour  and  materials. 

It  is  of  particular  interest,  and  incidentally  a  tribute  to  the  careful  and  vigilant 
exercise  of  their  duties  by  the  sanitary  officials,  that  there  are  few  mentions  of 
overcrowding.  Several  districts  are  able  to  claim  that  they  have  no  overcrowding 
at  all :  but  what  is  still  more  striking  is  the  fact  that  even  in  many  of  the  ‘  safer  ’ 
or  reception  areas  it  could  be  stated  that  there  was  ‘  very  little  overcrowding  ’  or 
‘  a  few  cases  only.’ 

Nevertheless,  it  will  be  understood  that  the  housing  question  in  general,  and 
the  matter  of  overcrowding  in  particular,  does  give  rise  to  certain  problems  which 
are  not  easy  of  solution  :  and  as  a  good  example  of  difficulties  in  both  directions 
I  quote  the  following  remarks  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  Cray  ford  Urban. 

“  With  approximately  200  empty  houses  within  the  area  it  seems  strange 
that  one  should  find  numbers  of  houses  occupied  by  more  than  one  family  :  and 
I  am  still  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  sooner  or  later  the  question  of  rent  will  have  to 
be  regulated  in  a  much  better  manner  than  it  is  at  present  if  local  authorities  are 
to  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  development  of  their  districts.  To  allow  numbers 
of  houses  to  be  built  for  the  profit  of  individuals,  and  at  a  certain  cost  to  the  rate¬ 
payers,  and  then  have  such  houses  standing  empty  because  of  high  rentals  seems 
to  me  bad  business. 

"  Overcrowding  would  seem  to  be  well  under  control  as  only  seven  cases 
occurred  during  the  year,  and  all  of  these  were  due  to  advancing  ages  of  the  families. 
One  cannot  overlook  the  fact,  however,  that  a  certain  number  of  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  may  exist  because  tenants  know  from  their  rent  books  what  the  per¬ 
mitted  number  for  their  house  is,  and  no  doubt  have  their  answer  ready  for  the 
Inspector.  In  one  case,  where  I  was  suspicious,  I  was  able  to  obtain  my  informa¬ 
tion  from  other  sources,  with  the  result  that  when  the  tenant  was  asked  to  fill  in 
the  notice  requiring  ‘  Statement  of  Persons  Sleeping  in  the  House  ’  he  immediately 
moved  away  to  another  district.  National  Registration  figures  could  help  in 
such  cases,  but  unfortunately  we  are  not  allowed  access  to  this  information.” 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  was  no  important  change  recorded  in  the  matter  of  water  supplies  in 
the  various  sanitary  districts  of  the  county. 

Extensions  of  mains  were  reported  from  Cray  ford  U.,  Sevenoaks  U.  and 
Sittingbourne  and  Milton  U.,  and  in  East  Ashford  R.,  West  Ashford  R., 
Elham  R.,  Hollingbourn  R.,  Sevenoaks  R.,  Strood  R.,  and  Swale  R. 

In  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  U .,  the  supply  system  was  connected  to  the 
systems  of  Margate  and  Ramsgate,  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  any  outbreaks 
of  fire  due  to  air-raids. 

In  Bridge-Blean  R.  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommended  the  Council 
to  consider  the  provision  of  a  public  supply  for  Fordwich  :  and  this  matter  is 
still  under  consideration. 
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DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  and  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

A  good  deal  of  work  under  this  heading  was  curtailed  or  postponed  owing 
to  the  outbreak  of  war  :  but  extensions  of  sewers,  and  concomitant  connecting 
of  house  drains,  are  reported  from  Bexley  B.,  Bromley  B.,  Chatham  B.,  Crayford  U., 
Erith  U. ,  Faversham  B.,  Maidstone  B.,  Orpington  U.,  Sevenoaks  U.,  Cranbrook  R., 
Maidstone  R.,  and  Sevenoaks  R. 

In  Ashford  U.  the  sewerage  schemes  for  Kennington  and  South  Willesborough 
are  both  completed,  and  at  Kennington  nearly  150  houses  have  been  connected 
to  the  new  sewer. 

In  Bridge-Blean  R.  a  scheme  had  been  prepared  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  of  Sturry  and  Westbere,  and  a  loan  of  £16,650  was  the  subject  of  an 
inquiry  :  but  the  scheme  was  postponed  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 

In  Eastry  R.  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Ash  have  been  connected 
to  the  works  at  Dambridge,  and  the  Ash  bacterial  beds  have  been  closed. 

In  Sheppey  R.  a  scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Eastchurch  drainage 
system  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year  ;  but  the 
work  was  deferred  owing  to  the  war. 
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Section  C 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwifery  Services. — At  the  end  of  1939,  423  midwives  were  practising 
in  the  County  midwifery  area,  114  of  whom  were  whole-time  domiciliary  midwives 
employed  by  the  County  Council.  Of  the  14,450  confinements  attended,  11,655 
were  midwives  cases,  the  figures  for  the  County  midwives  being  6,782  and  5,405 
respectively. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Section  7  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  providing 
for  periodical  post -certificate  instruction  for  practising  midwives  was  put  into 
operation  and  twenty-eight  midwives  underwent  such  a  course  between  the  period 
1st  January  to  3rd  September,  1939.  In  four  instances  the  course  included  in¬ 
struction  in  analgesics.  The  arrangements  were  cancelled  at  the  outbreak  of  war. 

Early  in  1940,  the  supervisory  staff  was  varied  by  the  appointment  of  a  Super¬ 
visor  and  two  Assistant  Supervisors  instead  of  two  Supervisors. 

Government  Evacuation  Scheme — Institutional  Provision  for  Expec¬ 
tant  Mothers. — At  the  outbreak  of  war,  Homes  under  the  Government  Evacua¬ 
tion  Scheme  for  the  reception  of  expectant  mothers  were  set  up  at  very  short  notice, 
at  Rum  wood  Court,  Langley,  Nr.  Maidstone,  The  Old  Isolation  Hospital,  Eastry, 
The  Jewish  Friendly  Societies  Convalescent  Home,  St.  Nicholas  at  Wade,  Nr. 
Margate,  and  Coles  Dane,  Harrietsham,  Nr.  Maidstone.  Until  other  midwives 
could  be  engaged  specially  for  these  Homes,  they  were  staffed  by  health  visitors 
and  also  by  midwives  from  the  County  domiciliary  service.  Expectant  mothers 
were  admitted  to  these  Homes  from  the  reception  areas  about  a  fortnight  before 
the  confinements  were  expected  to  take  place,  and  were  retained  there  for  a  fort¬ 
night  after  confinement.  Patients  contributed  towards  the  cost  in  accordance 
with  their  means.  As  the  threat  of  intensive  bombing  from  the  air  did  not  materia¬ 
lise,  after  a  few  months  many  expectant  mothers  returned  to  the  evacuation 
areas  before  it  was  time  for  them  to  be  admitted  to  the  Emergency  Homes.  The 
demand  for  these  Homes,  therefore,  abated,  and  the  Eastry  Isolation  Hospital 
was  closed  early  in  1940. 

Owing  to  the  reduction  of  available  hospital  beds,  and  as  some  of  the  private 
Homes  with  which  arrangements  had  been  made  to  send  patients  from  the  County 
area  had  closed,  the  authority  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  obtained  to  send 
County  patients  to  Emergency  Homes  as  well  as  evacuees. 

In  May  the  premises  at  St.  Nicholas  at  Wade  were  requisitioned  for  other 
purposes,  and  alternative  premises  were  obtained  at  Northfield,  Langton,  Nr. 
Tunbridge  Wells. 

Subsequently,  the  Ministry  of  Health  established  Emergency  Maternity 
Homes  in  Berkshire,  Oxfordshire  and  Surrey,  for  the  reception  of  Kent  women, 
which  resulted  in  the  closure  of  the  Homes  at  Rumwood  Court,  Langley,  and 
Coles  Dane,  Harrietsham,  the  staff  being  transferred  to  the  other  Counties,  thus 
leaving  only  the  Home  at  Northfield,  Langton,  for  evacuees  and  women  from  the 
County  Area. 

260  mothers  were  admitted  to  the  Homes  at  Eastry,  St.  Nicholas-at-Wade, 
Langley  and  Harrietsham,  while  they  were  used  as  Emergency  Maternity  Homes. 

Health  Visiting. — The  appointments  of  a  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
and  an  Assistant  and  Relief  Health  Visitor  were  made  in  1939.  During  1940 
another  Relief  Health  Visitor  has  been  appointed  by  transfer  from  the  existing 
staff  and  both  have  been  given  the  designation  of  Assistant  Superintendent  and 
Relief  Health  Visitor.  They  are  centred  in  South  East  and  North  West  Kent 
respectively  in  order  to  meet  the  need  for  decentralisation  on  account  of  present 
conditions. 

All  Health  visitors  have  been  equipped  with  first-aid  outfits. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1939  a  considerable  amount  of  urgent  and  special 
work  in  relation  to  evacuation  schemes  was  undertaken. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. — There  have  been  many  changes 
in  centres  throughout  the  county  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  close  some  centres 
and  amalgamate  others,  where  attendances  have  been  reduced.  In  such  cases  the 
health  visitors  have  been  instructed  to  undertake  additional  home  supervision 
of  mothers  of  babies  and  young  children. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  two  omnibus  companies  covering  the 
greater  part  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  area,  for  bus  vouchers  to  be 
available  for  mothers  and  babies  attending  centres  and  clinics  in  cases  where  the 
mother  cannot  afford  to  pay  such  fares.  The  cost  is  borne  by  the  County  Council 
and  this  provision,  together  with  the  existing  arrangement  for  special  transport 
where  no  service  cars  are  available,  means  that  practically  all  mothers  in  the  area 
can  attend  a  centre  if  they  so  desire. 

Post  Natal  Care. — Special  sessions  have  been  established  where  necessary 
in  association  with  the  Ante-natal  Clinics.  Women  are  examined  after  confine¬ 
ment  and  given  advice  and  treatment.  Contraceptive  advice  is  available  for 
those  who  require  it  on  medical  grounds. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  in  most  of  the  ante-natal  clinics  for  post¬ 
natal  examinations,  and  the  scheme  for  domiciliary  ante-natal  examination  of 
uninsured  women  has  been  extended  to  include  post-natal  examination. 

Government  Evacuation  Scheme.— From  the  outbreak  of  war  all  the 
facilities  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  scheme  were  made  available  for  the 
population  transferred  under  the  evacuation  scheme. 

Emergency  Homes  for  Children  under  five  years  of  age. — Cases 
occasionally  arise  where  it  is  essential  to  remove  children  from  their  own  home 
owing  to  the  mother’s  absence  in  hospital.  Where  provision  cannot  be  made 
through  the  Public  Assistance  Department  or  a  voluntary  organisation,  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  made  for  them  to  be  placed  with  an  approved  foster  mother  in  the 
County,  the  cost  being  borne  in  the  first  place  by  the  County  Council,  and  the 
parents  contributing  in  accordance  with  their  means. 

Child  Life  Protection. — At  the  end  of  1939  there  were  255  persons  receiving 
for  reward  a  total  of  460  children.  During  the  year  legal  proceedings  were  taken 
for  the  removal  of  children  from  one  unsuitable  home.  Two  foster  children  died. 

The  supervision  of  these  cases  has  been  considerably  increased,  and  reports 
on  all  homes  are  now  submitted  each  two  months.  The  necessity  for  this  strict 
supervision  was  very  evident  at  the  outbreak  of  war  when  it  was  found  that  in 
some  cases  children  had  been  billetted  under  the  Government  scheme  in  homes 
which  were  regarded  as  unsatisfactory  under  the  Child  Life  Protection  provisions, 
and  steps  were  taken  immediately  to  ensure  that  the  children  were  not  left  in 
those  homes  and  that  no  more  were  placed  there. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Nursing  Homes  (including  Maternity  Homes). 
The  County  Council  has  delegated  its  powers  and  duties  under  this  Section  of  the 
Act  to  the  following  thirty-two  Local  Authorities  in  the  County  : — 

Boroughs. — Beckenham,  Bexley,  Bromley,  Chatham,  Dover,  Folkestone, 
Gillingham,  Gravesend,  Margate,  Queenborough,  Ramsgate,  Rochester  City, 
Tenterden  and  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Urban  Districts. — Ashford,  Broadstairs,  Chislehurst  and  Sidcup,  Erith, 
Orpington,  Herne  Bay,  Sevenoaks,  Sheerness,  Sittingbourne  and  Milton,  South- 
borough  and  Tonbridge. 

Rural  Districts.— Ashford  East,  Ashford  West,  Cranbrook,  Maidstone,  Seven- 
oaks,  Sheppey  and  Tonbridge. 

In  the  remaining  twenty-four  sanitary  districts,  as  below,  the  Section  of  the 
Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council 

Boroughs.- — Dartford,  Deal,  Faversham,  Hythe,  Lydd,  Maidstone,  New 
Romney  and  Sandwich. 
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Urban  Districts. — Crayford,  Northfleet,  Penge,  Swanscombe  and  Whitstable. 

Rural  Districts. — Bridge-Blean,  Dartford,  Dover,  Eastry,  Elham,  Holling- 
bourn,  Mailing,  Romney  Marsh,  Strood,  Swale  and  Tenterden. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  forty-one  nursing  homes  in  the  county 
area  registered  by  the  Kent  County  Council.  Of  these  eight  were  for  maternity 
cases  only,  twenty-one  for  ‘  other  ’  cases  only,  and  twelve  for  maternity  and 
‘  other  ’  cases.  One  registration  was  cancelled  during  the  year. 

All  medical  officers  of  health,  medical  practitioners,  health  visitors  and  mid¬ 
wives  have  been  asked  to  report  the  existence  of  any  home  believed  to  be  un¬ 
registered. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  following  figures  show  certain  infantile 
mortality  rates  per  thousand  births  during  each  of  the  last  six  years  : — 


1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

Kent  Urban  Districts 

...  47.57 

44.14 

45.72 

50.00 

42.29 

35.55 

Kent  Rural  Districts 

....  49.75 

39.12 

50.65 

47.00 

45.01 

42.33 

Whole  County 

...  48.11 

43.07 

46.74 

49.00 

42.83 

36.90 

Area  of  County  Scheme 

...  44.28 

41.93 

50.01 

47.00 

40.35 

40.05 

Rest  of  Kent 

...  50.27 

43.67 

45.03 

49.95 

44.14 

35.21 

England  and  Wales  ... 

...  59 

57 

59 

58 

53 

50 

Maternal  Mortality. — -The  following  tabulation  shows  the  number  of 
deaths  of  women  in  child-birth,  in  Kent,  since  1928.  For  comparative  purposes, 
the  average  figures  for  the  five  years  1935-1939  and  the  thirty-two  years 
1908-1939,  are  shown  : — 


Number 

of 

births. 

Puerpera 

il  Sepsis. 

Other  pi 
cau 

aerperal 

ses. 

Total 
rate  per 
1,000 
births. 

Year. 

Number 

of 

deaths. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

births. 

Number 

of 

deaths. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

births. 

Total 

deaths. 

1928  . 

17,631 

25 

1-5 

31 

1-8 

56 

3-2 

1929  . 

17,824 

26 

1-5 

36 

21 

62 

3-5 

1930  . 

17,859 

29 

1-7 

40 

2-3 

69 

3-9 

1931  . 

17,673 

23 

1-4 

30 

1-7 

53 

30 

1932  . 

17,725 

17 

1-0 

40 

2-3 

57 

3-3 

1933  . 

17,514 

35 

2-0 

35 

2-0 

70 

4-0 

1934  . 

18,393 

34 

1-8 

39 

2-1 

73 

4-0 

1935  . 

19,087 

22 

1-2 

39 

21 

61 

3-2 

1936  . 

19,534 

25 

1-3 

32 

1-7 

57 

30 

1937  . 

20,044 

15 

08 

40 

20 

55 

2-8 

1938  . 

20,666 

19 

09 

33 

1-6 

52 

25 

1939  . 

21,080 

12 

06 

33 

1-6 

45 

2  1 

Average  of  five  years 
1935-39  . 

20,082 

18 

0-9 

35 

1-7 

54 

2-7 

Average  of  thirty-two 
years  1908-39 

19,756 

23 

1.2 

45 

2.3 

68 

3-5 

England  and  Wales,  1939 

— 

— 

0-74 

— 

2-08 

— 

2-82 

Puerperal  Infection. — The  following  figures  show  the  number  of 
notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  during  the 
past  five  years  :• — 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

Whole  County 

120 

102 

132 

217 

246 

County  Area  . 

34 

28 

26 

70 

66 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Whole  County  ... 

22 

25 

15 

19 

12 

County  Area  . 

5 

8 

3 

5 

5 

16 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — The  figures  below  refer  to  the  notification  and 
treatment  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  in  the  county  area,  but  a  comparison  with 
the  figures  for  the  whole  county  is  shown  for  1939  : — 


1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

Whole 

County 

(1939) 

Cases  Notified  . 

...  13 

8 

13 

9 

9 

44 

Treated  j  At  Home  ... 

...  10 

4 

8 

6 

7 

24 

1  In  Hospital 

...  3 

4 

5 

3 

2 

20 

j  Unimpaired 

...  10 

6 

12 

6 

7 

32 

Vision  (Impaired  ... 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  Total  blindness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^No  information 

...  2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

12 

Death 

...  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

As  a  precautionary  measure  against  ophthalmia  neonatorum  all  midwives  in 
the  county  area  are  provided  with  outfits  containing  one  per  cent,  solution  of 
silver  nitrate  with  instructions  to  place  one  drop  in  each  eye  of  newly  born  infants 
immediately  after  the  baby  has  been  first  bathed  and  the  eyes  carefully  wiped 
with  cotton  wool. 
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Section  D 

TUBERCULOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis 
and  orthopaedic  defects  has  been  maintained,  so  far  as  was  possible,  up  to  the  usual 
level,  although  the  outbreak  of  war  immediately  led  to  difficulty  in  finding  hos¬ 
pital  and  institutional  provision. 

During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  build  new  dispensary  premises  at  Ramsgate, 
Herne  Bay  and  Maidstone,  and  these  were  completed  during  1940. 

At  the  County  Sanatorium  at  Lenham,  the  convalescent  block,  consisting 
of  wooden  huts  erected  during  the  last  war,  was  demolished,  and  the  building  of 
a  new  unit  of  forty-four  beds  commenced.  This  unit  consists  of  a  double-storey 
building  of  permanent  construction,  and  will  be  available  towards  the  end  of  1940. 

The  work  at  the  County  Sanatorium,  Lenham,  and  the  County  Convalescent 
Home,  Cranbrook,  has  continued  on  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years.  The 
results  of  the  treatment  are  comparable  with  previous  years. 

After  Care. — Sincere  appreciation  must  again  be  expressed  for  the  ex¬ 
cellent  work  which  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Kent  Council  of  Social  Service  in 
the  interests  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  their  dependents.  During 
the  year  799  cases  came  within  the  purview  of  the  Council. 


Table  1 — Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  of  deaths  from  the 
disease  in  Kent  during  1939. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-pul 

monary. 

Pulmc 

mary. 

Non-pulmonary. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

2 

1—5  . 

7 

7 

27 

23 

1 

2 

11 

12 

5—10  . 

21 

14 

73 

33 

y  i 

2 

10 

5 

10—15  . 

17 

29 

42 

21 

J 

15—20  . 

67 

76 

21 

22 

y  67 

67 

11 

4 

20—25  . 

88 

94 

14 

20 

J 

25—35  . 

185 

191 

20 

41 

74 

67 

9 

9 

35 — 45  . 

161 

105 

14 

10 

97 

50 

4 

2 

45—55  . 

105 

49 

5 

3 

81 

41 

4 

4 

55—65  . 

75 

34 

2 

5 

61 

32 

4 

4 

65  and  upwards  . . . 

27 

13 

1 

4 

28 

14 

7 

2 

Totals  . 

753 

612 

220 

185 

410 

275 

64 

44 

v  . 

1,770  793 
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Table  2. — Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  in  each  district  in  Kent 
under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  during  1939  ;  together  with 
the  number  of  deaths  occurring  from  Tuberculosis,  and  the  death  rates. 


Districts. 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

1939. 

(estimated) 

Notifications. 

1939. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Other. 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Total 

1939 

Rate  per 

1,000 

1939 

1939 

Rate  per 

1,000 

1939 

URBAN— 

Ashford  ...  . 

23,250 

14 

3 

17 

12 

0-52 

1 

0-05 

Beckenham  (Borough) 

69,280 

47 

19 

66 

26 

0-38 

4 

0-06 

Bexley  (Borough) 

78,880 

85 

17 

j  02 

48 

0-61 

4 

0.06 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s... 

12,880 

9 

12 

2 

9 

0-70 

— 

— 

Bromley  (Borough) . 

59,080 

80 

13 

93 

23 

0-39 

3 

0-06 

Chatham  (Borough)  ... 

43,310 

57 

12 

69 

27 

0-63 

3 

0-07 

Chislehurst  &  Sidcup 

63,160 

48 

16 

64 

29 

0-46 

8 

013 

Crayford 

24,740 

18 

4 

22 

11 

0-45 

2 

0-09 

Dartford 

36,740 

34 

4 

38 

16 

0-44 

2 

0-06 

Deal  (Borough)  . 

23,190 

12 

2 

14 

5 

0-22 

— 

— 

Dover  (Borough) 

38,950 

36 

7 

43 

29 

0-75 

4 

Oil 

Erith  (Borough)  . 

41,160 

31 

15 

46 

22 

0-54 

2 

0-05 

Faversham  (Borough) 

12,090 

14 

2 

16 

6 

0-50 

2 

0-17 

Folkestone  (Borough) 

45,260 

35 

16 

51 

25 

0-56 

4 

0-09 

Gillingham  (Borough) 

68,060 

43 

26 

69 

30 

0-45 

4 

006 

Gravesend  (Borough) 

38,710 

32 

5 

37 

17 

0-44 

3 

0-08 

Heme  Bay  . 

16,250 

10 

7 

17 

11 

0-68 

1 

0-07 

Hythe  (Borough)  . 

8,780 

5 

1 

6 

3 

0-35 

1 

012 

Lydd  (Borough)  . 

2,702 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Maidstone  (Borough) 

49,070 

42 

16 

58 

22 

0-45 

3 

0-07 

Margate  (Borough)  . 

38,440 

56 

18 

74 

25 

0-66 

6 

016 

New  Romney  (Borough) 

2,072 

— 

— 

— 

2 

0-97 

— 

— 

Northfleet  ...  . 

17,610 

17 

— 

17 

14 

0-80 

1 

0-06 

Orpington  . 

49,570 

32 

16 

48 

16 

0-33 

1 

0-03 

Penge  ...  . 

24,900 

22 

1 

23 

20 

0-81 

4 

0-17 

Queenborough  (Borough)  . . . 

2,903 

2 

— 

2 

2 

0-63 

— 

— 

Ramsgate  (Borough) 

34,040 

36 

19 

55 

20 

0-59 

1 

0  03 

Rochester  (City) 

37,860 

33 

5 

38 

25 

0-67 

7 

0-19 

Sandwich  (Borough) 

4,816 

3 

— 

3 

2 

0-42 

— 

— 

Sevenoaks 

13,950 

7 

6 

13 

5 

0-36 

2 

0-15 

Sheerness 

15,720 

11 

2 

13 

4 

0-26 

1 

0-07 

Sittingboume  and  Milton  ... 

21,090 

13 

4 

17 

14 

0-67 

4 

0-19 

Southborough 

8,136 

4 

7 

11 

5 

0-62 

1 

013 

Swanscombe  ... 

8,047 

4 

1 

5 

2 

0-25 

1 

013 

Tenterden  (Borough) 

3,684 

4 

— 

4 

2 

0-55 

— 

— 

Tonbridge 

18,260 

26 

5 

31 

13 

0-72 

2 

0-11 

Tunbridge  Wells  (Borough) 

34,250 

23 

10 

33 

9 

0-27 

4 

0-12 

Whitstable 

15,820 

8 

5 

13 

8 

0-51 

— 

— 

Totals — Urban 

1,106,700 

953 

298 

1,251 

559 

0-51 

86 

0-08 

RURAL— 

Ashford,  East  . 

9,680 

1 

— 

1 

1 

0-11 

1 

Oil 

Ashford,  West 

8,921 

6 

2 

8 

1 

0-12 

1 

012 

Bridge-Blean . 

16,910 

13 

6 

19 

6 

0-36 

5 

0-30 

Cranbrook 

15,740 

5 

4 

9 

5 

0-32 

— 

— 

Dartford  ...  . 

34,410 

24 

10 

34 

16 

0-47 

— 

■  — 

Dover 

9,473 

5 

— 

5 

6 

0-64 

1 

Oil 

Eastry  . 

22,930 

18 

20 

38 

5 

0-22 

— 

— 

Elham 

8,867 

8 

3 

11 

4 

0-46 

— 

— 

Hollingboum  . 

14,870 

12 

4 

16 

9 

0-61 

— 

— 

Maidstone  . 

17,840 

24 

4 

28 

13 

0-73 

— 

— 

Mailing 

32,380 

25 

9 

34 

25 

0-78 

5 

0-16 

Romney  Marsh 

3,683 

1 

— 

1 

3 

0-82 

— 

• — 

Sevenoaks 

30,290 

18 

8 

26 

16 

0-53 

2 

0-07 

Sheppey  . 

8  803 

4 

3 

7 

3 

0-35 

1 

0-12 

Strood 

17,570 

11 

5 

16 

3 

0-18 

3 

0-18 

Swale  . 

18,860 

5 

3 

8 

2 

0-11 

— 

— 

Tenterden 

6,763 

4 

2 

6 

2 

0-30 

— 

— 

Tonbridge 

21,910 

12 

8 

20 

6 

0-28 

3 

0-14 

Totals  in  Rural  Districts 

299,900 

196 

91 

287 

126 

0-43 

22 

0-08 

Totals  in  Urban  Districts  ... 

1,106,700 

953 

298 

1,251 

559 

0-51 

86 

0-08 

Totals  for  County 

1,406,600 

1,149 

389 

1,538 

685 

0-49 

108 

0-08 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS. 

Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  period  from  the  1st  January,  1939,  to  the 
31st  December,  1939,  in  the  County  of  Kent. 


Age  Periods. 

Formal  Notifications. 

Number  of  Primary  Notifications  of 
new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 

Total 

Notifications 

0 

to 

1 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

25 

25 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

55 

55 

to 

65 

65 

and  up¬ 
wards 

Total 

(all 

ages) 

Pulmonary — 

Males 

— 

6 

18 

16 

59 

72 

137 

131 

84 

60 

20 

603 

648 

Females 

— 

5 

9 

23 

66 

65 

143 

76 

42 

30 

12 

471 

500 

Non-pulmonary 

Males  . 

— 

26 

64 

37 

19 

12 

15 

10 

4 

2 

— 

189 

202 

Females  . 

3 

20 

31 

20 

21 

15 

38 

10 

3 

5 

3 

169 

178 

Supplemental  Return. 

Showing  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  above  mentioned  period,  otherwise  than  by  formal 
notification  * 


0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 

Age  Periods. 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

up- 

Total 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

wards 

Cases. 

Pulmonary — 

Males...  . 

1 

3 

1 

8 

16 

48 

30 

21 

15 

7 

150  ! 

Females 

— 

2 

5 

6 

10 

29 

48 

29 

7 

4 

1 

141 

Non-pulmonary — 

Males 

1 

1 

9 

5 

2 

2 

5 

4 

1 

1 

31 

Females 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

16 

Source  of  Information. 


Death  Returns  I  from  local  Registrars . 

( transferable  deaths  from  Registrar  General  . . . 

Posthumous  notifications  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

“  Transfers  ”  from  other  areas  (other  than  transferable  deaths) 


No.  of  Cases. 
Pul.  Non- 

Pul. 

17  4 

6  1 

13  2 

236  37 


Other  sources  ... 
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Section  E 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS 

My  Annual  Report  for  1930  included  a  table  showing  the  accommodation 
available  at  each  of  the  isolation  hospitals  in  the  county  :  and  minor  improvements 
or  deficiencies  have  been  recorded  in  succeeding  annual  reports. 

There  were  no  alterations  or  improvements  of  any  importance  during  1939. 

EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL  SCHEME. 

While  the  work  of  the  Council’s  Hospitals  still  continues  for  the  civilian  sick, 
a  new  situation  has  arisen  in  connection  with  the  duties  undertaken  in  connection 
with  the  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme. 

Early  in  the  year  a  fresh  survey  of  County  Hospital  and  Institutional  accom¬ 
modation  was  undertaken  by  officers  of  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

As  a  result  of  this  survey  new  buildings  and  alterations  were  planned  at 
many  County  hospitals  and  institutions  to  provide  additional  facilities  for  dealing 
with  air  raid  casualties  and  other  classes  of  acute  sick  for  whom  the  Ministry  of 
Health  proposed  to  make  itself  responsible. 

In  the  Spring  of  1939  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  the  details  of  the  scheme 
that  had  been  prepared  for  the  administration  of  the  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme. 
For  London  and  the  Home  Counties  ten  sectors  were  established,  each  having  its 
apex  in  London  and  radiating  outwards.  The  western  half  of  Kent  comprises  a 
segment  known  as  Sector  X.,  which  has  at  its  apex  Guy’s  Hospital,  and  as  its 
base  an  imaginary  line  running  east  of  Sittingbourne  to  Cranbrook. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  had  already  appointed  Hospital  Officers  who  were 
responsible  for  the  co-ordination  of  emergency  hospital  services,  and  included  in 
the  Emergency  Scheme  is  practically  every  hospital  and  institution  in  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  County.  The  administrative  scheme  was,  however,  modified  by  a 
Hospital  Officer  being  appointed  for  the  London  Region  which,  for  Civil  Defence 
purposes,  included  that  part  of  Kent  coming  within  the  Metropolitan  Police  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  a  Hospital  Officer  for  Sussex  and  that  part  of  Kent  which  was  outside 
the  Metropolitan  Police  District.  A  Group  Officer  was  also  appointed  for  each 
Sector  ;  he  was  primarily  concerned  with  matters  of  staff,  professional  treatment, 
movement  of  patients  and  the  allocation  and  affiliation  of  hospitals  for  special 
work  and  general  casualty  use.  In  Kent,  the  officer  appointed  for  this  work  was 
Professor  T.  B.  Johnston  from  Guy’s  Hospital,  who  was  accommodated  at  Boundary 
House  at  the  Orpington  Institution. 

The  eastern  part  of  the  County,  which  is  outside  Sector  X.,  is  generally 
referred  to  as  the  Extra  Sectorial  Area  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  acts  as 
agent  of  the  Hospital  Officer  in  connection  with  the  working  of  the  Emergency 
Hospital  Scheme  in  this  area. 

In  1940  the  above  arrangements  were  modified  and  the  powers  of  Hospital 
Officers  in  connection  with  Emergency  Hospital  Services  were  transferred  to 
Group  Officers  in  so  far  as  the  London  Sectors  were  concerned.  It  will  be  readily 
understood  that  the  organisation  described  in  outline  above  was  complex  and 
somewhat  difficult  to  understand,  but  in  practice  has  worked  well.  The  modi¬ 
fications  effected  in  1940  have  had  the  effect  of  producing  a  further  simplification 
of  the  scheme  :  at  the  time  of  writing  it  has  satisfied  the  demands  made  upon  it. 
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Additional  accommodation  for  casualties  in  huts  was  provided  during  the 
early  part  of  1939  at  the  County  Hospitals  at  Farnborough  and  Pembury  and  the 
Orpington  Institution  ;  at  the  Mailing  Institution  additional  hutments  were 
provided  by  the  Ministry  but  never  came  into  use  for  hospital  purposes.  Parts 
of  the  Institutions  at  Dover,  Thanet,  Hothfield  and  Willesborough  were  adapted 
to  provide  acute  hospital  facilities,  whilst  at  the  County  Hospital,  Sheppey,  an 
additional  operating  theatre  for  emergency  purposes  was  made. 

At  other  Institutions  additional  facilities  were  provided  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  so  that  additional  numbers  of  sick  patients  who  did  not  require  surgical 
attention  could  be  accommodated.  The  majority  of  these  schemes  were  not 
ready  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  but  work  proceeded  steadily  and  is  now  being 
completed,  although  as  a  result  of  experience  additional  works  have  been  required. 

Before  the  war  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  remove 
numbers  of  patients  from  certain  hospitals  in  order  to  free  beds  for  the  reception 
of  casualties,  and  these  arrangements  worked  smoothly  so  that  a  certain  amount 
of  additional  accommodation  was  provided  in  addition  to  that  established  by  the 
provision  of  extra  beds.  The  Ministry  of  Health  provided  a  great  deal  of  addi¬ 
tional  equipment  ;  some  of  this  was  sent  direct  to  the  hospitals,  but  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  had  to  be  stored  at  David  Salomons  House  and  issued  by  the  Public 
Health  Department.  The  stores  at  David  Salomons  House  are  still  in  use  and 
serve  to  accommodate  reserve  equipment  for  the  A.R.P.  casualty  services  in  the 
County. 

In  the  general  work  of  the  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme  it  is  intended  that 
there  should  be  no  discrimination  in  the  admission  of  patients  if  the  condition  of 
the  patients  is  such  as  to  require  immediate  in-patient  treatment.  The  sole 
criterion  is  that  if  it  is  essential  for  the  welfare  of  the  patient,  treatment  in  hospital 
should  be  given,  whether  the  patient  is  a  sick  member  of  the  civilian  population, 
a  civilian  casualty,  a  sick  or  injured  member  of  H.M.  Forces,  an  unaccompanied 
evacuated  child,  or  an  A.R.P.  worker  injured  on  duty  or  sick  as  a  result  of  his 
work.  Up  till  the  end  of  1939  very  few  patients  coming  in  the  categories  for  whom 
the  Ministry  of  Health  were  responsible,  had  been  dealt  with  in  County  Hospitals 
and  Institutions. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  original  planning  of  the  Emergency  Hos¬ 
pital  Scheme,  so  far  as  Kent  was  concerned,  was  to  allow  of  the  transfer  of  air 
raid  casualties  from  the  London  area  outwards,  and  for  this  purpose  the  County 
Hospital,  Farnborough,  was  regarded  as  an  advanced  base  hospital,  while  the  County 
Hospital,  Pembury,  was  the  base  hospital  for  Sector  X.  The  first  time  that  the 
Emergency  Hospital  Scheme  in  Kent  was  severely  tested  was  on  the  occasion  of 
the  evacuation  of  Dunkirk.  When  this  happened  the  flow  of  casualties  was 
reversed,  the  patients  arriving  at  Kent  coast  towns,  and  in  many  cases  being 
transferred  to  hospitals  towards  London. 
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Section  F 

COUNTY  PATHOLOGICAL  LABORATORIES. 

The  matters  of  note  in  the  work  of  the  County  Laboratory  during  1939  are 
as  follows  : — 

1.  More  than  100,000  investigations  were  carried  out  :  this  is  more  than 
double  the  number  for  1936. 

2.  The  increase  of  6,000  over  the  previous  year  was  mainly  accounted  for  by  : — 

(a)  Increase  in  the  work  at  the  branch  laboratory  of  the  County  Hospital, 

Farnborough,  resulting  from  the  transfer  to  the  hospital  of  members  of  the 

staff  of  Guy’s  Hospital,  and 

(b)  An  increase  of  nearly  2,000  blood  tests  for  syphilis  carried  out  for  the 

Emergency  Blood  Transfusion  Services. 

3.  The  number  of  positive  results  obtained  in  connection  with  examinations 
for  diphtheria  was  only  about  two-thirds  that  for  the  previous  year. 

4.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  swabs  positive  for  haemolytic 
streptococci  and  nearly  twice  as  many  investigations  in  connection  with  puerperal 
pyrexia  as  compared  with  1938.  A  limited  amount  of  ‘  typing  ’  serum  for  haemoly¬ 
tic  streptococci  became  available  and  all  strains  of  these  organisms  isolated  from 
‘  contacts  ’  and  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  '  typed.’ 

5.  The  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  maintained  their  interest  in  the  regular 
examinations  of  water  supplies  in  their  areas.  The  main  supplies  were  found 
generally  to  be  bacteriologically  good. 

6.  Milk  examinations  showed  a  slight  decrease,  especially  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year. 

Biological  tests  on  milk  carried  out  for  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  showed  a  considerable  decrease  over  1938. 

Tests  for  the  bacteriological  cleanliness  of  school  milks  showed  that  a  fairly 
satisfactory  standard  was  maintained  :  for  the  whole  year,  92.27%  of  the  milks 
examined  passed  the  prescribed  tests.  It  was,  however,  very  disappointing  to 
find  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  milks  infected  with  tubercle  bacilli,  from 
5.01  during  1938  to  7.5%  for  1939.  All  school  milks  labelled  ‘  pasteurised  ’  were 
subjected  to  the  ‘  phosphatase  ’  test  by  the  County  Analyst,  and  a  few  cases  of 
inefficient  pasteurisation  were  detected.  One  of  these  inefficiently  pasteurised 
milks  and  another  which  was  ‘  flash  ’  pasteurised  were  found  biologically  to  be 
infected  with  living  tubercle  bacilli. 

7.  Biochemical,  haematological,  and  histological  examinations  showed  con¬ 
siderable  increases  over  1938. 

8.  In  the  Venereal  Diseases  section,  about  3,000  more  specimens  were  ex¬ 
amined  than  in  1938  :  of  these  however,  nearly  2,000  were  blood  tests  for  the 
Blood  Transfusion  Services. 
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Table  3  showing  comparative  figures  of  laboratory  examinations  for  the  past  ten  years. 


Year 

Diphtheria  Swabs 

Widals  (Typhoid  Fever) 

Sputum  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

Venereal  Diseases 

Water  Examinations 

Milk  Examinations 

Histological  Examinations 

Preparation  of  Auto¬ 

genous  Vaccines 

|  Ringworm 

Various 

Branch  Laboratories 

Total 

1930  ... 

25,887 

388 

4,775 

4,766 

158 

198 

414 

167 

497 

1,830 

— 

39,080 

1931  ... 

18,672 

385 

5,222 

5,042 

167 

219 

423 

153 

437 

2,544 

— 

33,264 

1932  ... 

14,414 

446 

5,595 

5,199 

153 

267 

580 

155 

294 

3,598 

— 

30,701 

1933  ... 

15,561 

301 

6,015 

5,981 

234 

321 

523 

174 

199 

4,648 

— 

33,957 

1934  ... 

21,722 

270 

5,905 

6,411 

151 

355 

503 

168 

255 

5,044 

— 

40,784 

1935  ... 

20,899 

262 

5,584 

7,648 

190 

2,870 

492 

181 

201 

4,207 

3,760 

46,294 

1936  ... 

14,274 

294 

5,802 

8,364 

282 

3,678 

555 

171 

182 

6,843 

9,683 

50,128 

1937  ... 

18,107 

308 

6,303 

11,942 

599 

3,612 

591 

160 

225 

14,580 

23,129 

79,556 

1938  ... 

21,732 

371 

6,231 

15,078 

2,105 

4,077 

823 

168 

191 

15,900 

29,533 

96,209 

|  1939  ... 

20,163 

348 

6,272 

18,131 

2,089 

3,874 

927 

143 

183 

17,920 

32,163 

102,213 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  Kent  County  Council  is  a  participant  in  the  London  and  Home  Counties 
scheme. 

The  following  are  figures  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Kent  clinics  :  — 

Table  4 — Summary  of  work  at  separate  clinics  during  1939. 


Number  of  persons  removed  from 
the  register  during  any  previous 
year  who  returned  for  treatment  or 
observation  of  the  same  infection. 

New 

Patients 

'o  w>  S  rt  a 
a  >  o 

S  ^  a  -  '■§ 

Attendances 

In-Patient 

treatment 

to 

Clinic. 

Number  of  openings. 

Syphilis. 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea. 

Non-venereal  or 
undiagnosed  conditions. 

Number  of  persons  (exclus 
those  under  previous  hi 
dealt  with  for  the  first  time, 
to  have  received  treatmi 
other  centres  for  the  same  ini 

a 

6 

IS 

Soft  Chancre.  i 

Gonorrhoea. 

Non-venereal  or 
undiagnosed  conditions. 

Attendances  of  Patients 
for  Irrigation. 

Patients. 

Days. 

Patients  discharged  includin 
transfers. 

Still  under  treatment 

Ashford  ... 

51 

i 

2 

5 

ii 

5 

287 

161 

40 

98 

31 

22 

Canterbury 

100 

3 

15 

3 

34 

35 

9 

1,124 

10 

762 

149 

344 

6 

132 

100 

65 

Dartford  ... 

106 

— 

18 

— 

24 

165 

13 

721 

— 

397 

382 

2,622 

7 

696 

230 

65 

Dover 

100 

5 

13 

— 

19 

22 

13 

749 

— 

172 

53 

95 

4 

49 

73 

70 

Folkestone* 

32 

1 

4 

— 

4 

5 

2 

89 

— 

33 

8 

161 

— 

— 

22 

22 

Gravesend 

103 

1 

45 

2 

108 

95 

99 

1,799 

8 

1,007 

155 

1,771 

— 

— 

324 

178 

Margate  ... 

62 

7 

5 

— 

19 

39 

28 

606 

— 

420 

111 

1,640 

— 

— 

132 

78 

Rochester 

103 

9 

70 

2 

169 

163 

97 

3,808 

34 

2,109 

517 

4,525 

— 

— 

561 

321 

Sheerness 

62 

1 

4 

— 

3 

13 

2 

183 

— 

41 

29 

48 

— 

,  — 

28 

14 

Tunbridge 

Wells  . 

55 

8 

6 

1 

30 

50 

13 

433 

4 

328 

299 

93 

5 

428 

47 

104 

Totals  1939 

754 

36 

182 

8 

415 

598 

281 

9,799 

56 

5,430 

1743 

11,397 

22 

1,305 

1,548 

939 

London 

Hospitals 

1939  . 

p 

? 

60 

4 

124 

311 

? 

V _ 

10,788 

J 

? 

1,333 

p 

? 

*  Figures  for  this  clinic  are  in  respect  of  the  four  months  ended  30th  April,  1939. 
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Table  5. 


Number  of  persons  discharged  or  transferred  or  who  ceased  to  attend  Clinics. 


Clinic. 

Number  of 
persons  dis¬ 
charged  after 
completion  of 
treatment  and 
final  tests  of  cure 
or  after  diag¬ 
nosis  as  non- 
venereal. 

Number  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend 
before  completion  of  treatment  and  were,  on 
first  attendance,  suffering  from  : — 

Number  of 
persons  who 
ceased  to  attend 

Number  of 
persons  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other 
Centres 

Syphilis. 

Soft  Chancre. 

Gonorrhoea. 

aftercompletion 
of  treatment  but 
before  final 
tests  of  cure. 

or  to  institu¬ 
tions,  or  to  care 
of  private  prac¬ 
titioners. 

Ashford 

24 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

Canterbury  ... 

63 

4 

— 

6 

3 

24 

Dartford 

201 

— 

— 

1 

3 

25 

Dover 

29 

16 

— 

7 

14 

7 

Folkestone  ... 

5 

4 

— 

1 

10 

2  ' 

Gravesend  . . . 

212 

4 

— 

8 

6 

94 

Margate 

82 

— 

— 

2 

10 

38 

Rochester 

330 

26 

— 

34 

18 

153 

Sheerness 

17 

2 

— 

— 

3 

6 

Tunbridge 

Wells 

37 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

10 

Totals 

1,000 

56 

— 

59 

67 

366 

Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Combined  Kent 

Clinics. 

Males. 

Females. 

(1) 

Number  of  persons  who,  on  1st  January, 

Syphilis  . 

346 

266 

1939  were  under  treatment  or  observation 

Soft  chancre 

— 

1 

for : — 

Gonorrhoea  . 

Non-venereal  or 

204 

60 

undiagnosed  conditions 

59 

28 

Total 

609 

355 

(2) 

Number  of  persons  removed  from  the  register 

Syphilis  . 

8 

10 

during  any  previous  year  who  returned 

Soft  chancre 

— 

1 

during  the  year  for  treatment  or  observa¬ 
tion  of  the  same  infection  : — 

Gonorrhoea  . 

10 

7 

Total  . 

18 

18 

(3) 

Number  of  persons  dealt  with  during  the 

Syphilis  primary . 

21 

2 

year,  at,  or  in  connection  with  the  out- 

,,  secondary 

14 

11 

patients  clinics,  for  the  first  time  (exclusive 

, ,  latent  in  first  year 

of  persons  under  (4)  below)  suffering  from  — 

of  infection 

4 

7 

,,  all  later  stages  ... 

65 

39 

,,  congenital 

5 

14 

Soft  chancre  . 

Gonorrhoea,  first  year  of 

8 

— 

infection 

296 

95 

,,  later  . 

21 

3 

Non-venereal  or 

undiagnosed  conditions 

334 

264 

Total 

768 

435 

(4) 

Number  of  persons  dealt  with  for  the  first 

Syphilis  ... 

78 

38 

time  during  the  year  known  to  have  re- 

Soft  chancre 

— 

— 

ceived  treatment  at  other  centres  for  the 

Gonorrhoea  . 

99 

8 

same  infection  : — 

Non-venereal  or 

undiagnosed  conditions 

57 

1 

Total  . 

234 

47 

(5) 

Number  of  persons  discharged  after  comple- 

Syphilis  . 

44 

37 

tion  of  treatment  and  final  tests  of  cure  : — 

Soft  chancre  . 

5 

2 

Gonorrhoea 

Non-venereal  or 

227 

84 

undiagnosed  conditions 

351 

250 

Total  . 

627 

373 
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6 

o3 

> 

s 

o 

'o 

«P 

>-» 

u 

cJ 

O 

i 

> 

X 

Q 

a 

V 

1 

Other  Defined  Causes. 

Special  Causes 
(included  also 
under  the  heading 
“  Other  defined 
causes"). 

District. 

> 

'c 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cotigl 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Encephalitis  L< 

c 

‘5. 

o 

j? 

o 

3 

H 

fr 

o 

'a* 

« 

Other  Tubercul 

Syphilis. 

General  Paralys 

insane,  etc. 

Cancer. 

Diabetes. 

o 

a 

a 

X 

75 

£ 

CJ 

Heart  Disease. 

Aneurysm. 

Other  Circulatoi 

Diseases. 

I  Bronchitis. 

J  Pneumonia. 

Other  Respirato 

Diseases. 

Peptic  Ulcer. 

8 

43 

t 

d 

s 

Diarrhoea  (two  ■ 

and  over) 

Appendicitis. 

X 

o 

o 

I 

cd 

s 

is 

6 

> 

s 

u 

<u 

5 

Nephritis. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

cl 

3 

cu 

o 

3 

o 

rf 

-t-> 

•fl 

a* 

o 

Senility. 

Suicide. 

Other  Violence 

a 

rt 

U 

T3 

Small-pox. 

Polio¬ 

myelitis. 

Polio¬ 

encephalitis. 

_ 

1 

_ 

6 

_ 

_ 

12 

1 

_ 

_ 

39 

6 

21 

55 

_ 

18 

13 

5 

7 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

2 

3 

7 

— 

— 

8 

3 

3 

5 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Beckenham  B. 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

16 

— 

— 

26 

4 

1 

1 

110 

15 

42 

204 

3 

44 

9 

25 

5 

4 

2 

— 

7 

1 

3 

26 

11 

— 

1 

18 

13 

6 

27 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bexley  B.  ... 
Broadstairs  and 

— 

- 

— 

2 

1 

6 

1 

— 

48 

4 

— 

— 

97 

8 

35 

165 

3 

37 

13 

31 

14 

8 

4 

2 

1 

2 

14 

10 

1 

34 

7 

6 

24 

51 

1 

St.  Peter’s  U — 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

9 

— 

1 

— 

24 

6 

5 

46 

— 

14 

2 

4 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

3 

9 

— 

— 

5 

5 

1 

5 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Bromley  B. 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

8 

2 

— 

23 

3 

2 

2 

102 

7 

26 

158 

— 

48 

15 

27 

2 

7 

4 

3 

4 

1 

2 

8 

9 

— 

3 

15 

18 

5 

27 

61 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chatham  B. 
Chislehurst  and 

— 

— 

2 

1 

5 

— 

— 

27 

3 

4 

1 

65 

6 

25 

155 

— 

26 

13 

27 

7 

5 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

7 

14 

1 

1 

17 

25 

6 

36 

47 

— 

“ 

Sidcup  U. 

_ 

— 

1 

2 

4 

15 

— 

— 

29 

8 

1 

1 

100 

8 

16 

186 

3 

35 

17 

34 

4 

5 

11 

— 

5 

— 

1 

7 

16 

1 

1 

25 

9 

4 

19 

37 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cravford  U. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

11 

2 

1 

— 

28 

2 

10 

72 

1 

5 

4 

11 

2 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

13 

1 

1 

7 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dartford  B. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

16 

2 

— 

— 

41 

6 

18 

117 

2 

17 

9 

12 

10 

3 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

5 

1 

1 

14 

1 

1 

11 

26 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Deal  B  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

8 

— 

— 

5 

_ 

1 

— 

32 

8 

19 

93 

— 

19 

11 

12 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

7 

4 

— 

1 

13 

19 

1 

8 

25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dover  B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

29 

4 

— 

2 

76 

12 

27 

140 

2 

12 

23 

14 

3 

4 

2 

— 

3 

3 

4 

12 

12 

— 

— 

7 

20 

5 

25 

31 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Erith  B. 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

7 

— 

— 

22 

2 

2 

2 

65 

4 

25 

144 

4 

38 

3 

19 

1 

8 

2  . 

2 

— 

1 

1 

7 

15 

1 

2 

22 

2 

4 

17 

37 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Faversham  B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

6 

2 

— 

— 

27 

4 

15 

41 

— 

8 

6 

6 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

— 

— 

1 

14 

— 

7 

12 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Folkestone  B. 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

18 

2 

— 

25 

4 

1 

— 

94 

8 

33 

172 

3 

33 

14 

21 

6 

9 

1 

3 

4 

7 

9 

14 

1 

1 

13 

16 

4 

16 

55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Gillingham  B. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

12 

— 

1 

30 

4 

— 

1 

93 

17 

41 

227 

2 

38 

13 

22 

10 

11 

2 

2 

4 

2 

4 

8 

19 

2 

2 

22 

25 

10 

21 

58 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Gravesend  B. 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

5 

— 

— 

17 

3 

2 

2 

68 

6 

24 

104 

1 

29 

18 

13 

6 

3 

4 

4 

3 

4 

— 

3 

5 

— 

1 

10 

22 

2 

15 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Herne  Bay  U. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

1 

11 

1 

— 

1 

35 

7 

20 

76 

4 

19 

7 

7 

4 

6 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

5 

4 

— 

2 

6 

14 

1 

7 

18 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Hythe  B . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

17 

2 

8 

39 

— 

9 

4 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

5 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lydd  B . 

4 

— 

4 

13 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Maidstone  B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

1 

22 

3 

3 

3 

85 

6 

35 

151 

1 

73 

21 

21 

4 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

8 

9 

— 

1 

17 

26 

6 

14 

38 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Margate  B.... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

7 

— 

— 

25 

6 

2 

1 

68 

9 

35 

110 

2 

29 

14 

12 

3 

4 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

10 

9 

— 

— 

8 

32 

4 

16 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

New  Romney  B.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

2 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Northfleet  U. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

_ 

14 

1 

— 

— 

24 

1 

12 

51 

— 

11 

13 

4 

1 

3 

1 

3 

— 

2 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

6 

3 

— 

12 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Orpington  U. 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

8 

— 

— 

16 

1 

— 

1 

68 

5 

17 

124 

— 

24 

17 

22 

5 

4 

1 

2 

3 

— 

2 

9 

14 

1 

3 

25 

8 

3 

20 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Penge  U.  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

6 

1 

_ 

20 

4 

1 

3 

46 

4 

S 

82 

— 

19 

8 

23 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

6 

6 

1 

2 

9 

14 

2 

9 

24 

_ . 

— 

— 

— 

Queenborough  B.  ... 

2 

1 

2 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ramsgate  B. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

— 

— 

20 

1 

2 

— 

70 

10 

3.1 

104 

— 

20 

28 

12 

7 

6 

1 

— 

4 

2 

3 

8 

10 

— 

1 

13 

36 

6 

21 

35 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Rochester  C. 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

25 

7 

— 

2 

62 

6 

26 

128 

— 

16 

20 

26 

4 

7 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

6 

11 

_ 

1 

17 

27 

3 

23 

38 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sandwich  B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

— 

1 

_ 

7 

1 

1 

5 

_ 

6 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

7 

_ 

2 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sevenoaks  U. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

_ 

5 

2 

— 

25 

2 

7 

34 

_ 

10 

4 

6 

3 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

5 

3 

_ 

_ 

5 

4 

2 

5 

16 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sheerness  U. 
Sittingbourne  and 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

34 

1 

6 

69 

— 

10 

2 

8 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

7 

- 

— 

12 

4 

1 

3 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Milton  U. 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

14 

4 

2 

— 

39 

3 

20 

94 

1 

14 

5 

8 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

_ 

3 

4 

_ 

1 

8 

5 

1 

10 

14 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Southborough  U.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

_ 

_ 

15 

2 

16 

53 

_ 

6 

2 

4 

3 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 

1 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Swanscombe  U. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

13 

4 

7 

22 

_ 

11 

2 

8 

_ 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

2 

1 

4 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Tenterden  B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

1 

4 

18 

_ 

1 

3 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Tonbridge  U. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

13 

2 

3 

25 

3 

8 

62 

_ 

14 

2 

5 

2 

2 

_ 

2 

■I 

6 

7 

4 

13 

4 

8 

16 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Tunbridge  W  ells  B. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8 

3 

1 

9 

4 

2 

_ 

76 

11 

27 

183 

1 

43 

12 

17 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

9 

24 

1 

6 

26 

8 

18 

44 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Whits  table  U. 

13 

8 

1 

— 

54 

6 

20 

84 

1 

25- 

5 

6 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

6 

— 

3 

7 

2 

4 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  in  Urban 

Districts 

4 

1 

7 

28 

18 

227 

9 

5 

559 

86 

35 

23 

1833 

210 

698 

3606 

34 

781 

352 

479 

129 

135 

59 

36 

65 

37 

54 

223 

279 

10 

27 

389 

433 

105 

457 

960 

18 

— 

5 

1 

i 

» 

Cl 

tin 
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01 
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District 

> 

9i 

£ 

H 

s  • 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria, 

Influenza. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 

Other  Tuberculosis. 

Syphilis. 

General  Paralysis  of 

insane,  etc. 

Cancer. 

Diabetes. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

Heart  Disease. 

|  Aneurysm. 

1  Other  Circulatory  Diseases.  1 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia.  ! 

J  Other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

J  Peptic  Ulcer. 

1  Diarrhoea  (under 

|  two  years). 

1  Diarrhoea  (two  years 

|  and  over. 

1  Appendicitis. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver.  ! 

Other  Diseases  of 

Liver,  etc. 

|  Other  Digestive  Diseases. 

Nephritis. 

I  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

j  Other  Puerperal  Causes. 

I  Congenital  Causes,  etc. 

Senility. 

I  Suicide. 

Other  Violence.  t 

Other  Defined  Causes. 

Ill-defined  Causes. 

Special  causes 

(included  also 
under  the  heading 
"  Other  defined 
causes  ”). 

O 

Oi 

s 

(/) 

Polio-myelitis. 

Polio¬ 

encephalitis. 

Ashford.  East 

— 

- 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

17 

1 

6 

29 

- 

6 

5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

6 

3 

6 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ashford.  West 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

13 

3 

11 

34 

- 

2 

3 

2 

1 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

- 

3 

3 

2 

4 

10 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Bridge-Blean 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

6 

5 

- 

1 

33 

5 

14 

72 

- 

1C 

7 

6 

- 

4 

— 

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

3 

- 

1 

11 

10 

— 

7 

19 

— 

— 

1 

- 

Cranbrook  ... 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

6 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

1 

26 

4 

4 

74 

1 

17 

5 

1 

3 

— 

— 

3 

- 

— 

3 

1 

— 

- 

4 

3 

1 

4 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dartford 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

16 

- 

1 

- 

47 

4 

17 

111 

2 

1 

13 

20 

3 

2 

1 

— 

5 

1 

1 

4 

4 

- 

2 

16 

4 

4 

16 

27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dover 

6 

1 

1 

- 

14 

1 

12 

36 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

- 

- 

5 

2 

- 

8 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Eastry 

- 

- 

- 

2 

9 

- 

- 

5 

- 

1 

- 

33 

4 

15 

50 

- 

14 

13 

9 

2 

1 

3 

- 

4 

- 

- 

3 

9 

1 

- 

12 

19 

1 

16 

17 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Elham 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

18 

6 

G 

39 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

- 

- 

4 

2 

1 

8 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Holiingbourn 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

9 

- 

1 

- 

23 

4 

5 

57 

- 

17 

4 

11 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

6 

- 

- 

6 

4 

3 

5 

22 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Maidstone  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

* 

13 

- 

- 

2 

31 

3 

9 

53 

■ 

28 

6 

16 

- 

3 

1 

- 

2 

3 

2 

2 

5 

- 

- 

2 

3 

5 

8 

21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mailing 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

25 

5 

- 

- 

64 

6 

23 

86 

1 

28 

7 

20 

1 

4 

3 

- 

1 

3 

1 

8 

10 

- 

1 

10 

14 

3 

11 

17 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Romney  Marsh 

6 

3 

1 

6 

2 

3 

17 

— 

4 

2 

- 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sevenoaks  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

16 

2 

1 

2 

60 

4 

26 

78 

1 

2b 

10 

12 

6 

* 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

7 

4 

- 

- 

11 

17 

3 

15 

26 

1 

- 

— 

- 

Sheppey 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

13 

3 

4 

27 

- 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Strood 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

28 

2 

6 

44 

s 

1G 

5 

4 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

- 

1 

5 

1 

- 

- 

2 

12 

3 

9 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Swale 

- 

- 

- 

- 

> 

13 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

31 

3 

19 

66 

1 

12 

7 

8 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

2 

1 

2 

5 

12 

3 

11 

17 

- 

- 

- 

-■ 

Tenterden  ... 

1 

2 

23 

1 

3 

22 

4 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

6 

3 

1 

3 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tonbridge  ... 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

31 

4 

13 

78 

1 

21 

6 

9 

3 

2 

1 

— 

- 

- 

2 

7 

4 

- 

17 

6 

2 

9 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  in  Rural 

Districts 

8 

5 

66 

1 

4 

126 

22 

5 

9 

511 

GO 

196 

973 

10 

232 

1100 

139 

25 

27 

13 

9 

25 

13 

16 

69 

59 

2 

6 

120 

121 

37 

145 

271 

5 

1 

1 

Totals  in  Urban 

9H 

Districts 

4 

1 

7 

28 

18 

227 

9 

5 

559 

86 

35 

23 

1833 

210 

698 

3606 

34 

781 352 

479 

129 

135 

59 

36 

65 

37 

54 

223 

279 

10 

27 

389 

433 

105 

457 

960 

18 

5 

1 

Totals  in  County  .. 

l  4 

i 

1 

7 

36 

23 

293 

l  10 

9 

685 

108 

40 

32 

2344 

270 

894 

4679 

44 

1013)452 

1 

618 

154 

162 

72 

45 

90 

50 

70 

292 

338 

12 

33 

509 

554 

142 

602 

1231 

23 

- 

6 

2 

icephalitis. 
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(6)  Number  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend 
before  completion  of  treatment  and  who 
were,  on  first  attendance,  suffering  from  : — 


(7)  Number  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend 
after  completion  of  treatment  but  before 
final  tests  of  cure  : — 


(8)  Number  of  persons  transferred  to  other 
centres  or  to  institutions,  or  to  care  of 
private  practitioners  : — 


(9)  Number  of  persons  remaining  under  treat¬ 
ment  or  observation  on  31st  December, 
1939 : — 


(10)  Total  attendances  of  all  persons  at  the  out¬ 
patients  clinics  who  were  suffering  from  : — 


Syphilis,  primary... 

Male. 

5 

Females 

4 

, ,  secondary 

— 

4 

,,  latent  in  first  year 

of  infection 

3 

,,  all  later  stages  ... 

14 

21 

,,  congenital 

1 

4 

Soft  chancre 

— - 

— 

Gonorrhoea,  first  year  of 
infection 

40 

15 

,,  later  ... 

3 

1 

Total  . 

63 

52 

Syphilis  . 

13 

4 

Soft  chancre 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

45 

5 

Total 

58 

9 

Syphilis  . 

112 

41 

Soft  chancre  . 

2 

— 

Gonorrhoea  . 

159 

16 

Non-venereal  or 

undiagnosed  conditions 

34 

2 

Total  . 

307 

59 

Syphilis  . 

352 

269 

Soft  chancre 

1 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

156 

52 

Non-venereal  or 

undiagnosed  conditions 

68 

41 

Total  . 

577 

362 

Syphilis  . 

5,175 

4,624 

Soft  chancre 

36 

20 

Gonorrhoea 

3,246 

2,184 

Non-venereal  or 

undiagnosed  conditions 

1,148 

595 

Attendances  for  Irrigation 

7,008 

4,389 

Total  . 

16,613 

11,812 

The  provision  of  approved  arsenobenzene  compounds  to  medical  practitioners 
producing  satisfactory  evidence  of  experience  in  the  administration  of  these  drugs 
is  undertaken  direct  from  the  County  Health  Department.  During  the  year,  4,307 
doses  were  supplied  to  accredited  medical  practitioners,  namely  487  to  nineteen 
of  the  private  practitioners  on  the  list  of  approved  medical  practitioners  in 
Kent,  and  3,820  to  five  medical  officers  of  treatment  centres. 

The  number  of  patients  under  the  care  of  private  doctors  for  whom  these 
compounds  were  supplied  during  the  year  was  69. 

In  cases  where  patients  cannot  receive  the  treatment  required  unless  travelling 
expenses  are  paid,  the  County  Council  defrays  the  cost.  The  fares  of  100  patients 
were  paid  during  1939. 

Examinations  of  pathological  specimens  for  the  detection  of  spirochaetes 
(syphilis)  and  gonococci  (gonorrhoea),  and  tests  for  the  Wasserman  reaction,  are 
undertaken  at  the  bacteriological  laboratory  attached  to  the  County  Public 
Health  Department.  The  numbers  of  examinations  during  the  past  year  are 
shown  on  page  23. 
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Particulars  of  the  medicines,  etc.,  supplied  from  the  County  Dispensing 
Station  for  the  use  of  venereal  diseases  clinics  during  the  last  financial  year 
are  as  follows  : — 

Bottles  of  Medicine 
Ointments  (boxes)... 

Dressings  (lbs.)  . 

Bandages  ... 

Pills,  Capsules,  etc. 

These  figures  do  not  include 
disinfectants,  etc. 


Table  6. — Showing  the  Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  among  the 
Civil  Population,  notified  in  each  of  the  Urban  Districts  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
the  number  of  such  Cases  which  were  treated  in  Hospital,  and  the  incidence  per 
thousand  of  the  population  of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Enteric 
Fever,  during  the  year  1939. 
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Ashford  U. 

6 

2 

66 

1 

l 

3 

14 

3 

20 

6 

65 

0-26 

2-84 

0-00 

Beckenham  B. 

13 

201 

1 

10 

O 

47 

19 

49 

10 

111 

1 

0-19 

2-91 

0-02 

Bexley  B. 

— 

30 

16 

286 

4 

12 

1 

4 

— 

l 

1 

85 

17 

— 

2 

22 

— 

28 

190 

4 

0-39 

3-62 

0-06 

Broads  fairs  and  St. 

Peter’s  U.  ... 

2 

6 

21 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

12 

19 

2 

19 

0-16 

1-64 

0-00 

Bromley  B.  ... 

23 

8 

46 

1 

22 

3 

2 

80 

13 

1 

27 

— 

23 

32 

— 

0-39 

0-78 

0-02 

Chatham  B.  ... 

86 

9 

58 

— 

7 

1 

— 

1 

57 

12 

18 

— 

80 

18 

— 

1-99 

1-34 

0-00 

Chislehurst&  SidcupU 

49 

211 

2 

10 

1 

— 

2 

48 

16 

1 

2 

38 

— 

37 

184 

— 

0-78 

3-35 

0-04 

Crayford  U.  ... 

7 

2 

59 

1 

7 

— 

18 

4 

14 

— 

7 

26 

1 

0-29 

2-39 

0-05 

Dartford  B.  ... 

12 

62 

■ - 

11 

— 

34 

4 

21 

— 

12 

39 

0-33 

1-69 

o-co 

Deal  B. 

28 

— 

13 

— 

2 

1 

i 

l 

3 

12 

2 

— 

1 

— 

27 

7 

1-21 

0-57 

0-00 

Dover  B. 

14 

48 

— 

7 

8 

1 

36 

7 

39 

14 

46 

0-36 

1-24 

0-00 

Erith  U . 

14 

6 

231 

2 

6 

1 

— 

1 

31 

15 

1 

32 

— 

14 

184 

1 

0-35 

5-62 

0-05 

Faversham  B. 

9 

10 

11 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

14 

2 

4 

— 

9 

11 

0-75 

0-91 

0-00 

Folkestone  B. 

75 

55 

9 

3 

— 

2 

35 

16 

1 

45 

— 

75 

55 

9 

1-66 

1-22 

0-20 

Gillingham  B. 

— 

86 

— 

183 

2 

22 

3 

13 

4 

43 

26 

— 

41 

— 

72 

no 

2 

1-27 

2-69 

0-03 

Gravesend  B. 

— 

3 

6 

35 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

32 

5 

14 

1 

23 

0-08 

0-91 

0-00 

Herne  Bay  U. 

2 

5 

46 

1 

10 

7 

17 

2 

46 

0-13 

2-84 

0-00 

Hythe  B . 

6 

1 

6 

3 

1 

i 

5 

1 

0 

5 

2 

0-69 

0-69 

0-35 

Lydd  B. 

5 

2 

4 

5 

0-00 

1-86 

0-00 

Maidstone  B. 

— 

27 

20 

42 

3 

16 

— 

15 

2 

42 

16 

— 

20 

27 

42 

3 

0-56 

0-86 

0-07 

Margate  B.  ... 

14 

25 

2 

o 

56 

18 

8 

13 

24 

0-37 

0-66 

o-co 

New  Romney  B. 

i 

2 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Northfleet  U. 

— 

1 

3 

21 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

8 

— 

0-06 

1-20 

0-00 

Orpington  U. 

— 

11 

14 

78 

4 

21 

l 

1 

— 

— 

— 

32 

16 

— 

9 

33 

— 

10 

58 

2 

0-23 

1-58 

0-09 

Penge  U. 

— 

20 

— 

56 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

1 

1 

— 

12 

18 

43 

0-81 

2-25 

0-00 

Queenborough  B.  .. 

a 

1 

2 

0 

0-00 

2-07 

0-00 

Ramsgate  B. 

— 

21 

12 

34 

1 

4 

— 

2 

— 

l 

2 

36 

19 

1 

— 

33 

21 

34 

— 

0-62 

1-00 

0-03 

Rochester  C. 

— 

23 

13 

67 

1 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

33 

5 

— 

— 

35 

23 

54 

1 

0-61 

1-77 

0-03 

Sandwich  B _ 

29 

1 

Q 

29 

6-03 

0-00 

0-00 

Sevenoaks  U. 

— 

4 

— 

17 

1 

2 

2 

1 

i 

— 

1 

7 

6 

— 

— 

3 

4 

17 

1 

0-29 

1-22 

0-08 

Sheerness  U. 

— 

16 

4 

8 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

2 

— 

— 

9 

9 

5 

— 

1-02 

0-51 

0-00 

Sittingbourne  & 

0-05 

Milton  U.  ... 

3 

10 

93 

1 

7 

1 

A 

13 

4 

3 

93 

1 

0-15 

4-41 

Southborough  U. 

— 

4 

1 

10 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

7 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

10 

— 

0-50 

1-23 

0-00 

Swanscombe  U. 

— 

2 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

4 

— 

0-25 

1-37 

0-00 

Tenterden  B. 

— 

— 

- - 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

0-00 

0-65 

0-00 

Tonbridge  U. 

— 

10 

6 

11 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

5 

— 

— 

13 

— 

10 

11 

— 

0-55 

0-61 

0-00 

Tunbridge  Wells  B. 

— 

16 

10 

28 

2 

10 

1 

1 

— 

i 

2 

23 

10 

— 

— 

20 

16 

26 

2 

0-47 

0-82 

0-06 

Whitstable  U. 

— 

6 

— 

9 

4 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

8 

5 

— 

— 

34 

4 

6 

3 

0-38 

0-57 

0-26 

Totals  in  Urban 
Districts 

— 

672 

165 

2160 

42 

212 

20 

65 

2 

5 

38 

953 

298 

4 

15 

661 

— 

617 

1618 

33 

0-61 

1-96 

0-04 
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Table  7. — Showing  the  Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  among  the 
Civil  Population,  notified  in  each  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
the  number  of  such  Cases  which  were  treated  in  Hospital,  and  the  incidence  per 
thousand  of  the  population  of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Enteric 
Fever,  during  the  year  1939. 
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Ashford,  East 

4 

25 

i 

3 

4 

24 

0-42 

2-59 

0-00 

Ashford,  West 

— 

3 

1 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

-- 

— 

19 

— 

3 

8 

— 

0-34 

0-90 

0-00 

Bridge-Blean 

— 

4 

1 

27 

1 

4 

— 

1 

i 

— 

1 

13 

6 

— 

5 

31 

— 

4 

25 

1 

0-24 

1-60 

0-06 

Cranbrook  ... 

— 

24 

5 

19 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

— 

— 

17 

— 

24 

16 

— 

1-53 

1-21 

0-00 

Dartford 

— 

41 

— 

71 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

24 

10 

— 

7 

8 

— 

12 

28 

1-20 

2-07 

0-00 

Dover 

— 

3 

- - 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

0-32 

0-53 

0-00 

Eastry 

— 

14 

— 

40 

— 

6 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

18 

20 

— 

— 

21 

13 

14 

— 

0-62 

1-75 

0-00 

Elham 

— 

1 

1 

18 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

3 

— 

— 

5 

1 

12 

1 

0-12 

2-03 

0-12 

Hollingbourn 

— 

13 

3 

13 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

12 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

13 

13 

— 

0-88 

0-88 

0-00 

Maidstone 

— 

12 

2 

17 

— 

4 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

24 

4 

— 

— 

7 

12 

17 

— 

0-68 

0-96 

0-00 

Mailing 

88 

4 

42 

1 

25 

9 

14 

93 

75 

2-72 

1-30 

0-04 

Romney  Marsh 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

3 

3 

— 

0-82 

0-82 

0-00 

Sevenoaks 

— 

27 

— - 

61 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

18 

8 

— 

— 

15 

26 

54 

— 

0-90 

2-02 

0-04 

Sheppey 

4 

28 

4 

4 

3 

7 

16 

0-00 

3-19 

0-00 

Strood 

— 

15 

— 

46 

— 

i 
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— 

— 

— 

n 

5 

— 

— 

4 

15 

43 

— 

0-86 

2-62 

0-00 

Swale 

18 

125 

3 

1 

1 

5 

3 

8 

18 

119 

0-96 

6-63 

0-00 

Tenterden 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

6 

— 

4 

4 

— 

0-60 

0-60 

0-00 

Tonbridge 

5 

2 

9 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

12 

8 

~ 

“ 

6 

5 

9 

1 

0-23 

0-42 

0-05 

Totals  in  Rural 

Districts 

— 

279 

23 

561 

5 

34 

5 

22 

2 

- 

6 

196 

91 

12 

186 

— 

252 

482 

3 

0-94 

1-88 

0-02 

Totals  in  Urban 

Districts 

672 

165 

2160 

42 

212 

20 

65 

2 

5 

38 

953 

298 

4 

15 

661 

617 

1618 

33 

0-61 

1-96 

0-04 

Totals  in  County 

— 

951 

188 

2721 

47 

246 

25 

87 

4 

6 

44 

1149 

389 

4 

27 

847 

869 

2100 

36 

0-68 

1-94 

0-04 

Deaths,  1939 — 

Urban  ... 

— 

18 

? 

7 

4 

10 

6 

5 

1 

9 

? 

559 

86 

? 

? 

479 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rural  ... 

— 

5 

? 

— 

— 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

p 

126 

22 

? 

? 

139 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

County  ... 

— 

23 

? 

7 

4 

12 

9 

6 

2 

10 

? 

685 

108 

? 

? 

618 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Table  8 — Showing  Deaths,  Births  and  Infantile  Mortality  in  the  different  URBAN 
DISTRICTS  of  the  County  of  Kent  in  the  year  1939. 


* 

DEATHS. 

B 

IRTHS. 

INFANTI 

MORTALI 

LE 

TY. 

DISTRICT. 

Number  of 
deaths  at  all 
ages. 

Net  death-rate 
per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

♦Comparable 

death-rate 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

: 

Birth-rate  per 

1,000  of  the 

population. 

Still-births. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

.  Deaths  of  Infants 

|  under  one  year  of 

age,  per  1,000  births 

Ashford  U. 

246 

10-6 

9-01 

266 

12 

278 

12-4 

7 

10 

1 

11 

40 

Beckenham  B. 

677 

9-8 

9-61 

897 

14 

911 

12-9 

27 

24 

6 

30 

33 

Bexley  B.... 

630 

8-0 

8-56 

1,390 

33 

1,423 

17-8 

41 

55 

1 

56 

41 

Broadstairs  and 

St.  Peter’s  U.  ... 

162 

12-6 

10-46 

126 

7 

133 

10-2 

7 

6 

6 

45 

Bromley  B. 

593 

10-1 

9-80 

794 

41 

835 

14-0 

39 

23 

1 

24 

29 

Chatham  B. 

536 

12-4 

12-16 

674 

36 

710 

15-7 

23 

26 

- 

26 

38 

Chislehurst  and 
Sidcup  U. 

605 

9-6 

9-12 

1,065 

38 

1,103 

17-5 

32 

39 

8 

47 

43 

Crayford  U. 

194 

7-9 

9-48 

446 

12 

458 

18-2 

9 

14 

2 

16 

36 

Dartford  B. 

333 

9-1 

9-01 

559 

17 

576 

15-8 

17 

16 

3 

19 

34 

Deal  B. 

300 

13-0 

10-79 

361 

24 

385 

16-7 

9 

16 

- 

16 

42 

Dover  B.  ... 

486 

12-5 

11-50 

614 

32 

646 

16-1 

27 

17 

2 

19 

30 

Erith  B.  ... 

452 

11-0 

11-77 

704 

17 

721 

17-3 

24 

30 

1 

31 

44 

Faversham  B. 

172 

14-3 

11-16 

137 

2 

139 

11-8 

4 

3 

- 

o 

O 

21 

Folkestone  B. 

593 

13-2 

11-75 

550 

41 

591 

13-1 

20 

19 

- 

19 

32 

Gillingham  B. 

708 

10-5 

10-92 

1,001 

31 

1,032 

14-0 

31 

32 

- 

32 

33 

Gravesend  B. 

410 

10-6 

10-60 

660 

16 

676 

16-9 

23 

23 

- 

23 

35 

Herne  Bay  U. 

271 

16-7 

12-36 

141 

11 

152 

9-4 

4 

6 

1 

7 

46 

Hythe  B . 

117 

13-4 

10-86 

96 

5 

101 

11-7 

2 

3 

- 

3 

30 

Lydd  B . 

27 

10-0 

10-20 

41 

3 

44 

16-8 

0 

2 

- 

2 

45 

Maidstone  B. 

570 

11-7 

10-77 

719 

36 

755 

15-7 

26 

22 

- 

22 

29 

Margate  B. 

446 

11-7 

10-54 

400 

27 

427 

10-9 

17 

11 

- 

11 

26 

New  Romney  B.  ... 

33 

16-0 

14-40 

27 

2 

29 

14-6 

0 

— 

- 

— 

0 

Northfleet  U. 

185 

10-6 

10-82 

285 

7 

292 

16-5 

16 

6 

- 

6 

21 

Orpington  U. 

448 

9-1 

8-38 

930 

34 

964 

19-5 

32 

30 

12 

42 

44 

Penge  U.  ... 

315 

12-7 

11-69 

367 

22 

389 

15-2 

20 

17 

2 

19 

49 

Queenborough  B. 

30 

10-4 

12-28 

58 

4 

62 

21-2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

16 

Ramsgate  B. 

465 

13-7 

11-65 

492 

35 

527 

15-3 

13 

20 

- 

20 

38 

Rochester  C. 

472 

12-5 

11-63 

719 

14 

733 

18-8 

33 

28 

- 

28 

40 

Sandwich  B. 

42 

8-8 

7-22 

62 

2 

64 

16-4 

0 

3 

- 

3 

47 

Sevenoaks  U. 

146 

10-5 

9-14 

154 

5 

159 

11-7 

2 

6 

1 

7 

43 

Sheemess  U. 

189 

121 

12-23 

185 

10 

195 

12-0 

5 

14 

- 

14 

72 

Sittingbourne  and 
Milton  U. 

262 

12-5 

11-63 

318 

10 

328 

15-8 

15 

8 

1 

9 

28 

Southborough  U.... 

131 

16-2 

11-83 

107 

3 

110 

14-2 

3 

4 

- 

4 

36 

Swanscombe  U.  ... 

91 

11-4 

11-86 

117 

— 

117 

14-3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

26 

Tenterden  B. 

47 

12-8 

9-73 

44 

3 

47 

13-7 

3 

1 

- 

1 

21 

Tonbridge  U. 

206 

11-3 

10-17 

226 

13 

239 

13-5 

5 

8 

1 

9 

38 

Tunbridge  Wells  B. 

552 

16-2 

11-83 

396 

24 

420 

12-9 

12 

8 

1 

9 

21 

Whitstable  U. 

269 

171 

12-32 

157 

13 

170 

10-9 

5 

1 

— 

1 

6 

Totals  in  Urban 
Districts 

12,411 

11-3 

10-40 

16,285 

656 

16,941 

15-2 

557 

553 

46 

599 

36 

*  See  note  on  "Comparable  death-rate”  on  page  7. 
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Table  9 — Showing  Deaths,  Births  and  Infantile  Mortality  in  the  different  RURAL 
DISTRICTS  of  the  County  of  Kent  in  the  year  1939. 


*] 

DEATH 

BIRTHS. 

INFi 

MOR 

ANTI 

TAL] 

[LE 

[TY. 

DISTRICT. 

Number  of 
deaths  at  all 
ages. 

Net  death-rate 
per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

*  Comparable 
death-rate 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

Birth-rate  per 

1,000  of  the 

population. 

Still-births. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  one  year  of 

age,  per  1,000  births 

Ashford,  East 

113 

11*7 

9-01 

127 

4 

131 

14-4 

4 

3 

1 

4 

30 

Ashford,  West 

102 

11-5 

8-74 

93 

12 

105 

12-4 

4 

3 

— 

3 

29 

Bridge-Blean 

227 

13-5 

10-80 

253 

10 

263 

16-5 

9 

17 

s 

17 

64 

Cranbrook 

192 

12-2 

9-52 

153 

7 

160 

121 

7 

6 

3 

9 

56 

Dartford  ... 

337 

9-8 

10-10 

502 

20 

522 

15-7 

15 

17 

1 

18 

35 

Dover 

116 

123 

10-71 

121 

7 

128 

13-6 

2 

5 

1 

6 

47 

Eastry 

245 

10-7 

9-31 

321 

13 

334 

14-4 

13 

16 

4 

20 

59 

Elham 

121 

13-7 

9-73 

117 

4 

121 

13-8 

5 

4 

1 

5 

41 

Hollingboum 

189 

12-8 

10-65 

176 

5 

181 

12-8 

7 

10 

- 

10 

54 

Maidstone 

221 

12-4 

9-80 

236 

10 

246 

15-6 

6 

7 

1 

8 

32 

Mailing 

357 

111 

9-77 

420 

20 

440 

14-4 

12 

19 

1 

20 

45 

Romney  Marsh  ... 

52 

14-2 

11-93 

37 

1 

38 

10-9 

1 

3 

- 

3 

77 

Sevenoaks 

343 

11-4 

9-69 

447 

14 

461 

16-3 

11 

15 

— 

15 

33 

Sheppey 

80 

9-1 

8-01 

135 

2 

137 

15-0 

3 

2 

— 

2 

15 

Strood 

160 

9-2 

8-47 

264 

7 

271 

15-6 

7 

5 

5 

19 

Swale 

232 

12-4 

10-54 

242 

9 

251 

14-1 

13 

8 

— 

8 

32 

Tenterden 

94 

13-9 

10-29 

88 

3 

91 

14-5 

5 

6 

— 

6 

64 

Tonbridge 

249 

11-4 

9-24 

251 

8 

259 

13-5 

.9 

16 

3 

19 

73 

Totals  in  Rural 

j  Districts 

3,430 

11-5 

9-78 

3,983 

156 

4,139 

14-6 

133 

162 

16 

178 

43 

Totals  in  Urban 
Districts 

12,411 

11-3 

10-40 

16,285 

656 

16,941 

15-2 

557 

553 

46 

599 

36 

Totals  in  County 

15,841 

11-3 

— 

20,268 

812 

21,080 

15-1 

690 

715 

62 

777 

37 

*  See  note  on  “Comparable  death-rate”  on  page  7 
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Table  10 — Showing  Population,  Acreage  and  Density  of  Population  of  the  various 
Districts  of  the  County  of  Kent,  in  1939  (mid-year). 


• 

District. 

Population  1939 
(as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General) 

Acreage, - 
inclusive 
of  water 

Persons 

per 

acre  1 

For  the 
calculation 
of 

Birth-rates 

For  ths 
calculation 
of 

Death-rates 
or  incidence 
of  notifiable 
disease 

URBAN— 

Ashford  U.  . 

22,460 

23,250 

5,657 

4-0 

Beckenham  B.  ...  . 

71,010 

69,280 

5,937 

12-0 

Bexley  B.  ... 

80,110 

78,880 

4,861 

16-5 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  U.  ... 

13,130 

12,880 

2,771 

4-8 

Bromley  B. 

60,000 

59,080 

6,513 

9-3 

Chatham  B. 

45,490 

43,310 

4,356 

10-5 

Chislehurst  and  Sidcup  U. 

63,140 

63,160 

8,959 

7-1 

Crayford  U. 

25,200 

24,740 

2,544 

10-0 

Dartford  B. 

36,590 

36,740 

4,233 

8-7 

Deal  B.  ...  ...  . 

23,140 

23,190 

2,903 

8-0 

Dover  B . 

40,270 

38,950 

3,447 

11-7 

Erith  B . 

41,870 

41,150 

4,607 

9-1 

Faversham  B. 

11,850 

12,090 

2,994 

4-0 

Folkestone  B. 

45,260 

45,260 

4,006 

11-3 

Gillingham  B. 

74,070 

68,060 

8,351 

8-9 

Gravesend  B. 

40,040 

38,710 

4,014 

10-0 

Heme  Bay  U . 

16,250 

16,250 

8,566 

1-9 

Hythe  B.  ...  . 

8,666 

8,780 

3,013 

2-9 

Lydd  B . 

2,627 

2,702 

11,932 

0-3 

Maidstone  B.  . 

48,270 

49,070 

5,976 

8-1 

Margate  B. 

39,200 

38,440 

6,960 

5-7 

New  Romney  B.  ... 

1,990 

2,072 

1,514 

1-4 

Northfleet  U.  . 

17,800 

17,610 

3,770 

4-8 

Orpington  U. 

49,510 

49,570 

20,842 

2-4 

Penge  U . 

25,740 

24,900 

770 

33-5 

Queenborough  B.  ... 

2,934 

2,903 

1,103 

2-7 

Ramsgate  B. 

34,470 

34,040 

3,624 

9-6 

Rochester  C. 

39,180 

37,860 

3,759 

10-5 

Sandwich  B. 

3,925 

4,816 

2,137 

1-9 

Sevenoaks  U. 

13,610 

13,950 

3,716 

3-7 

Sheemess  U. 

16,360 

15,720 

943 

17-4 

Sittingbourne  and  Milton  U. 

20,860 

21,090 

4,935 

4-3 

Southborough  U.  ...  . 

7,769 

8,136 

1,758 

4-5 

Swanscombe  U. 

8,183 

8,047 

2,142 

3-9 

Tenterden  B.  ...  . 

3,436 

3,684 

8,946 

0-4 

Tonbridge  U.  ...  . 

17,750 

18,260 

4,599 

3-9 

Tunbridge  Wells  B. 

32,620 

34,250 

6,034 

5-5 

Whitstable  U. 

15,620 

15,820 

7,658 

2-1 

Totals — Urban 

1,120,400 

1,106,700 

190,850 

5-88 

RURAL— 

Ashford,  East 

9,099 

9,680 

51,398 

0-18 

Ashford,  West 

8,501 

8,921 

39,455 

0-22 

Bridge-Blean 

15,950 

16,910 

55,868 

0-29 

Cranbrook  . 

13,270 

15,740 

41,315 

0-33 

Dartford 

33,370 

34,410 

34,103 

0-98 

Dover 

9,417 

9,473 

26,098 

0-37 

Eastry  . 

23,300 

22,930 

54,276 

0-43 

Elham 

8,788 

8,867 

36,676 

0-24 

Hollingbourn 

14,160 

14,870 

56,796 

0-25 

Maidstone 

15,850 

17,840 

34,709 

0-46 

Mailing 

30,740 

32,380 

45,655 

0-68 

Romney  Marsh 

3,494 

3,683 

31,035 

0-12 

Sevenoaks  ... 

28,400 

30,290 

62,959 

0-46 

Sheppey  .  . 

9,188 

8,803 

20,319 

0-46 

Strood 

17,420 

17,570 

48,811 

0-36 

Swale  ...  . 

17,910 

18,860 

62,015 

0-29 

Tenterden  ... 

6,313 

6,763 

38,002 

0-17 

Tonbridge  ... 

19,230 

21,910 

41,687 

0-47 

Totals — Rural  . 

284,400 

299,900 

781,177 

0-37 

Totals — County  . 

1,404,800 

1,406,600 

972,027 

1-45 
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Table  11 — Cancer  Death  Rates  in  each  Sanitary  District  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
arranged  in  diminishing  sequence. 


District. 

Average  yearly 
death-rate  of 
32  years 
1908-1939 

Death-rate 

1908 

Death-rate 

I938 

Death-rate 

1939 

Tunbridge  Wells  B. 

1-97 

1-35 

3-07 

219 

Whitstable  U. 

1-96 

1-02 

2-25 

3-42 

Heme  Bay  U. 

1-80 

102 

2-73 

2-16 

Ramsgate  B . 

1-72 

1-25 

2-33 

2-06 

Broadstairs  &  St.  Peter’s  U. 

1-71 

1-86 

2-42 

1-87 

Southborough  U . 

1-70 

1-67 

2-47 

1-85 

Margate  B.  ...  ...  . 

1-62 

1-09 

2-26 

1-77 

Ashford  U . 

1-59 

0-76 

1-91 

1-68 

Tenterden  B.... 

1-66 

nil. 

2-05 

1-91 

Sevenoaks  U. 

1-55 

1-07 

1-49 

1-80 

Deal  B.1 

1-54 

0-73 

1-58 

1-38 

Hythe  B.  ...  ...  . 

1-53 

1-44 

1-72 

1-94 

Faversham  B. 

1-52 

1-08 

2-24 

2-24 

Folkestone  B.2  . 

1-48 

0-79 

1-99 

2-08 

Penge  U.  ...  . 

1-45 

0-92 

1-96 

1-85 

New  Romney  B . 

1-45 

1-51 

1-56 

3-38 

Sandwich  B.  ...  ...  . 

1-43 

0-32 

2-56 

1-46 

Bromley  B.  ...  ...  . 

1-42 

0-99 

1-65 

1-73 

Swanscombe  U.3  . 

1-41 

— 

1-71 

1-62 

Maidstone  B. ...  ...  . 

1-40 

0-95 

1-68 

1-74 

Gravesend  B _ 

1-40 

0-90 

1-51 

1-76 

Dover  B . 

1-39 

0-93 

1-73 

1-96 

Beckenham  B. 

1-38 

0-94 

1-36 

1-59 

Rochester  C.  ...  ...  . 

1-33 

0-77 

1-89 

1-64 

Chislehurst  and  Sidcup  U.4... 

1-30 

0-91 

1-49 

1-59 

Tonbridge  U .  . 

1-30 

0-74 

1-70 

1-37 

Sheemess  U.  ...  . 

1-26 

0-69 

2-88 

217 

Sittingbourne  and  Milton  U. 

1-24 

0-65 

1-48 

1-85 

Chatham  B.  ... 

1-23 

0-84 

1-47 

1-51 

Lydd  B . 

1-20 

0-36 

2-04 

1-49 

Northfleet  U. ...  . 

117 

0-50 

1-63 

1-37 

Gillingham  B.  . 

M6 

0  62 

1-58 

1-37 

Bexley  B. 

1*15 

0-77 

1-21 

1-23 

Crayford  U.5  ... 

M2 

— 

0-98 

114 

Erith  U . 

M2 

0-52 

1-29 

1-34 

Dartford  B.  ...  ...  . 

1-06 

0-62 

1-66 

M2 

Queenborough  B . 

0-95 

1-00 

1-38 

0-69 

Orpington  U.6  . 

— 

— 

1-24 

1-38 

All  Urban  Districts 

1-39 

0-89 

1-72 

1-66 

Ashford,  West 

1-61 

1-22 

1-66 

1-46 

Elham  ...  . 

1-61 

1-31 

1-80 

2  03 

Cranbrook 

1-57 

1  30 

1-82 

1-66 

Hollingboum  ...  . 

1-52 

0-42 

1-72 

1-55 

Ashford,  East 

1-51 

M2 

1-88 

1-76 

Tenterden 

1-46 

103 

2-22 

3-41 

Tonbridge  . 

1-44 

1-29 

1-77 

1-42 

Sevenoaks 

1-44 

M3 

1-71 

1-99 

Bridge-Blean7  . 

1-43 

0-57 

2-35 

1-96 

Maidstone 

1-42 

0-79 

1-34 

1-74 

Mailing 8  . 

1-40 

0-78 

1-77 

1-98 

Dover  . 

1-30 

0-49 

1-29 

1-48 

Swale  9  . 

1-27 

1-07 

202 

1-65 

Eastry 

1-26 

0-90 

1-60 

1-44 

Strood  IO  . 

1-20 

0-92 

1-59 

1-60 

Romney  Marsh  . 

1T9 

0-79 

2-84 

1-63 

Sheppey  .  . 

107 

1-22 

1-24 

1-48 

!  Dartford  . 

1-04 

0-61 

1-26 

1-37 

All  Rural  Districts 

1-34 

0-94 

1-70 

1-71 

All  Urban  Districts 

1-39 

0-89 

1-72 

1-66 

Whole  County  . 

1-38 

0-90 

1-71 

1-67 

1  Deal  B.  The  figures  are  for  the  area  as  now  constituted — -i.e.,  including  the  former  Walmer  Urban  district. 

2  Folkestone  B.  The  figures  are  for  the  area  as  now  constituted — i.e.,  including  the  former  Cheriton  Urban  and 

Sandgate  Urban  areas. 

3  Swanscombe  U.  The  average  figure  is  for  fourteen  years  only — from  the  formation  of  the  area  in  1926. 

4  Chislehurst  and  Sidcup  U.  The  figures  are  for  the  area  as  now  constituted — combining  the  originally  separate 

districts. 

6  Cray  ford  U.  The  average  figure  is  for  twenty  years  only- — from  the  formation  of  the  area  in  1920. 

6  Orpington  U.  Area  constituted  in  April,  1934. 

7  Bridge-Blean  R.  The  figures  are  for  the  area  as  now  constituted — combining  the  originally  separate  districts. 

8  Mailing  R.  The  figures  are  for  the  area  as  now  constituted — i.e.,  including  the  former  Wrotham  Urban  area. 

9  Swale  R.  The  figures  are  for  the  area  as  now  constituted — combining  the  originally  separate  districts  of 

Faversham  Rural  and  Milton  Rural. 

10  Strood  R.  The  figures  are  for  the  area  as  now  constituted — combining  the  originally  separate  districts  of  Strood 

Rural  and  Hoo  Rural. 
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AGGREGATE  URBAN 
DISTRICTS. 

Under  1  year... 

1  year  and  under  2  years 

2  years  and  under  5  years  ... 

5  years  and  under  15  years 

15  years  and  under  25  years 

25  years  and  under  35  years 
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45  years  and  under  55  years 
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